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. 
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. . ty our an . , York · SUJ)ny Boys" Are OD•. The doon open at 11:SOo'cloclr:. ·. �alace Prognun • 
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ff J�hyn:d�; Two 
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-Da: y. · i __ � 

-••s�--�-·oJii?se�·ti?ci:'ift:· 
WUDIMI' JIOIUUMG, -_ :DY -�-
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LOCALNET;rn .,-; 
ACES ,PLA���; �· !RO AD T.R Ilr 'l'Wo bowling bouta ate on the pro- standing oi the teamtl 1n the 

· i\ gram tonight at tbe Academy al• Academy Duck-Pin League: 

Inman Given Release By Stuart Nine ., 
Huntington Tennis Club Te� leyls. TM Academy CUbs. women otub w. L. 

to lnvadt..Charleston and 'i champ& of the .Tr1-Sta.te, will meet Heiner's :Boys ................ 6 4 
_ Beckley Courts ·) tbf C. � o. boys, while Dom's Spe. Nickel Plant • · .. • • . • • · · ••. • • • 5 4 

, cials will meet the C. & O. Bw:ll:• Shank's OU . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 4 
The Huntington Tenn!J! Club iea,l, bi.tbs. Both ga.mes will start at 8 ��� �

v
� . '.::: : : : : : : ! ;composed of �al of the st� o'clock. 

· 
Penn Ta.ble •...............• 4 s 

players In the city, will ma.Ire � 

Clamle Inman, who has been &l• 
ternatlng at shortstop and -d · 
ba&e for the Huntington Boollters, ln 
the. Tri-State League, has been giv• 
en his uncondltlona.l releue by JQbn. 
ny Stuart. 

Irunan l.s the first o! the Booster 
fll'!lt ''rO&d trip» ot the present eq6n Captain Frank Bla.g\'s Trl•State 
when tbey lnve.de · Charle5tQn __ an(l pennant winners, tpe Academy Aces, 
,Beekley thls week-end. ' · . ' ! will also be on the clrlves this eve-

AOADD<Y nuox PIN U.O,GUE "regulars" to hear the rattle of the 

The Booster boya will· leave Hunt_- ning meet� "COot" Meslil!rsmlth's lngton Saturday .at ll2(m for the - ' 
C&pltof' tlity, where thll'f are ached-- .Ca.mayo qwntet. Thia will be the 
Ultld to nleet the star players on.toe 'final mate!> or the season in the Tri· 
Oll/',rleston Tennla _ Club courtB;, .the state circuit. It was announced la.at 
!Wiltcbes starting at 2 o'cll>ck. 
• On Sunday morning the H tin • night that the A c  es. Including 
ton team will play the crack �ckl:y "Hefty" Edwards, John Straley, Joe 
tennis team, at Beckley. This" will Biagi, C. Ridgley, Eddie Sheppherd 
give the local players an opportui:utj, and Capt, F. Biagi, will receive gold 
of attending· tile H�tlngton-Becklef medals for their accomplishment ot baseball In the afternoon, at Becklei,. 

The following play,ers will make th� bringing th.Tri-State penIJant to 
trip to Charleston and.Beckley: Tay• Huntlngtonpree straight times, the 
lor Beard, Gordon Watt.s, Ho-rd FIRST city - athletes having copped 
Hawkins, Ed Coffman, Byron Wlllil:n• the bunting in 1928 and 1927. 

l!hau·, ou c.. Frlc•• l'I• co. tinware. It was reported from !��f
.,, 

-
1: I� l� I �:.�erton m l�i � Huntington's headquarten last night 

P1n• · 101 112 *< • W•I• ao u " that Ray Massey, local lad, will re• 
B.l:Cennedy 93 11 131 i w�nma.n 

1z! 1,,t 1
7
0! 1 place Inman at the keystone station. Thacker 94 !Oil 74 · Henry ., _ ' · _ It will be recalled that Inman had 

Total ,a, <ao &o1 To<•l 523 •�' 437 Ill! klnds of trouble In Sunda)"'a 
Heinu's B<;ym 

S. George 119 93 92 
Lett 124 115 Ul 
J'lm 715 170 104
Mutt. as H 8-4 
Ruff M U:3 'rt 

Toto.I 
Nickel Pl&nt 

Chuter 7l 87 t#a 
Brndy 102 103 115 
Barber 127 l U as 
OebMrdt 96 121 92 
Eait.ham oa 108 95 

game wlth Charleson. He not only a.!�•,"'l'H�, 8i';;',.5 had two errors in the field. but al.so 
Norman 130 101 100 pulled one of the worst kind of "bon-
'g'/1:,;g :� 1 �: :! ers" when he attempted to steal third 
!'!nley 130 107 •• 
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ot Wlieellng, will be on hanu. at both 
cities to pair with Starr ln the 
do:ublea. ThJ.s team came within two 
point.a of winning the· state champion. 
ship !n 1928 ftl:lm Cohn and Smith, ot 
BeckJ,ly. 

On Friday night the Academy Duck ! Total 4,. "' ,,. To«! Pin loop will wheel Into action at 
the Fifth Avenue speedways. The I 
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BOSTON, May 28-(By The As.so" 

clat.ed Pressl-OUII Sonnaber g's fa.m• 
OU!I flying tackle proved to ·be ff,oo 
much for Marlln Plestlna of Cl)lcego 
and the former Dartmouth footijaU: 
player retrained his wresUlng title by ! 
pinning the "Trullt BW!ter's" shQUJ,. 
dera to the mat twice after aimost :an 
hour of wrestling here tonlgh 
first fall came In 45 minutes a 
final In 10 minutes and four 

schedule follows: Shank's Oil vs. Guyandoitee Club Coffee routed 
Thompson's Stoves. Huntington. 

HIS LATEST SOUND SUCCESS! 

He S. 
Alumni Cabaret 

Honoring CLisses of 1929 

VA ITY FAIR 
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Keith-Albee Continues Improvements
The Herald-Dispatch | October 21, 2008

Almost three years have passed since the Keith-Albee 
closed as a movie theater and work began to transform it 
into a performing arts center.

In that time, a number of changes have been made to 
turn the historic theater into a viable venue for Broadway 
shows, comedic acts and musical performances. Officials 
now responsible for the Keith-Albee point to the success 
of recent shows such as comedian Jim Gaffigan, who 
kicked off the Marshall Artists Series’ 72nd season with 
a sellout, and Rock and Roll Hall of Fame group ZZ Top, 
which turned a proffit for the performing arts center.

But if the Keith-Albee is going to sustain this success over 
the long haul, several key renovations need to be made, 
they say.

“We’ve proven we can run and maintain it,” said Bob 
Plymale, co-president of the Keith-Albee Foundation. 
“Now we need to take it to the next level with a 
good, long-term business plan that involves several 
infrastructure improvements.”

Over the past year or so, the foundation, with help from 
volunteers and private donations, has put in a new 
backstage pulley system at a cost of $140,000, updated 
the lighting and restored the lighted stars in the ceiling, 
added more lobby space by removing the old concession 
stand, installed new carpet in the lobby and added 
handicap-accessible and/or table-top seating in the area 
where the projectors used to be in the main theater. Those 
improvements have made the Keith-Albee available for a 
range of uses, said David Tyson, co-president of the Keith-
Albee Foundation.

“From the use standpoint, I believe we are exceeding 
expectations,” he said. One major renovation that is a 
must over the next year is replacing the roof, Plymale said.
“Any time you have a building of that age, you have a 
number of holes and leaks that you have to patch,” he said. 
“But we’re at the point where we can’t patch anymore.”

Plymale said it could cost at least $600,000 to replace the 
roof. The foundation received a $150,000 grant two weeks 
ago from the state Division of Culture and History to 
help pay for a new roof, but it requires a local match. The 
foundation will begin seeking private donations for the 
project over the next few weeks, Plymale said.

Beyond fixing the roof, other improvements at the Keith-
Albee will be dictated by funding and the schedule of 

performances, said Liza Caldwell, a foundation board 
member who is helping with the improvement plan.
“We are going to do a survey of the building (this) week 
so we can catalog everything that needs to be improved,” 
she said. “From that point, we will begin to prioritize. We 
want to coordinate all these things so they don’t impede 
on performances.”

Caldwell already knows about some of the needed 
improvements. The electrical wiring, seating and curtains 
need to be replaced and the restrooms need to be 
upgraded. There also are plans to restore the marquee to 
its original look when the Keith-Albee opened in 1928, she 
said.

Another project will involve renovating the small theater 
that faces 4th Avenue in the building into a ticket office 
and catering area for receptions. Caldwell said the exterior 
stone wall that separates the Village Roaster and the main 
entrance of the Keith-Albee will be removed and a retail 
storefront for the ticket office will be built in its place.

“We’re shooting to do everything in a five-year period,” 
she said. “It’s a monumental project, so we don’t want to 
overextend or overwhelm ourselves.”

One project that has been put on the backburner is 
enlarging the Keith-Albee’s stage, Plymale said. It was 
originally built for vaudeville shows and is much smaller 
compared with stages at similar performing arts centers, 
according to Sachs Morgan Studio, a New York-based 
theater design company that was hired last year to make 
recommendations for improvement.

Caption: At left, Shawn Short takes measurements Monday, Oct. 20, 2008, as 
he and other stage hands hang lights for the production of “Nunsense” at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington.



55

         | OVER THE YEARS2011

Keith-Albee’s Sign Taken Down
The Herald-Dispatch | July 8, 2011

Fourth Avenue in downtown Huntington lost an integral 
part of its history Friday. But officials hope it is only 
temporary.

The vertical Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center sign, 
which has hung from the theater since it opened in 1928, 
was taken down so it could be inspected. The sign was 
damaged June 7 when a strong thunderstorm barreled 
through the region. Wind gusts caused a piece of copper 
at the seam between “Keith” and “Albee” to break loose.
Several spectators lined 4th Avenue while others watched 
from office windows above as workers with Paris Signs 
used a crane to carefully lower the upper section of the 
sign onto a flatbed trailer. The workers with Paris Signs 
rewarded a few people who stuck around longer than 
others with paint-coated light bulbs from the sign to take 
home as a memento.

Herbert Parsons of Altizer brought his camera to record 
the event. He planned to upload the pictures on Facebook 
for his out-of-town friends who used to live in Huntington.
“It’s another piece of history disappearing from our 

downtown,” he said. “I sure hope they are able to restore it. 
This building just doesn’t look the same without it.”
The sign’s removal also made a stressful morning for David 
Tyson, co-president of the Keith-Albee Foundation. 

The building has been under the care of the non-profit 
organization since 2006 when Derek Hyman and family 
relinquished ownership. It has since been transformed 
from a movie theater to a performing arts center.

“I’ve been up since 3 a.m. worried,” Tyson said Friday 
morning. “That sign is a symbol of the downtown. The 
Keith-Albee is the heart of the community.”

The sign was taken to a storage building owned by the 
Cabell County Commission a few blocks away on 4th 
Avenue. There, it will be inspected to assess the extent of 
the damage and determine the costs of its restoration, 
Tyson said. There is no timetable yet on how long that 
process will take, he said.

“The goal obviously is to restore the sign and put it back 
in its rightful place,” he said. “We’ve already made contact 
with several sign restoration companies.”

Caption: Clifton Mills and other workers from Paris Signs remove the top half of the Keith-Albee sign from the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center building on 
Friday, July 8, 2011, in Huntington.
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Effort Begins to Fix Keith-Albee Sign
The Herald-Dispatch | August 17, 2011

Fundraising efforts are under way to save an integral part of downtown Huntington’s history.

The vertical Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center sign, which was damaged by strong winds during a thunderstorm 
in June, can be repaired, says David Tyson, co-president of the Keith-Albee Foundation. But initial estimates to fix the 
83-year-old sign are $28,000.

The sign was removed July 8 and taken to a storage building owned by the Cabell County Commission a few blocks 
away on 4th Avenue. Paris Signs has inspected the sign and found that the exterior is in good shape, but the interior 
needs a lot of work, said Donna May, a project manager for the Marshall Artists Series who also helps with event 
planning at the performing arts center.

“The restoration plan is to use the existing skin but rebuild the framework on the inside with new electrical components 
and new neon,” May said.

Workers from Paris Signs remove the top half of the Keith-Albee sign from the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center building on Friday, July 8, 2011,
in Huntington.
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Keith-Albee Gets a Helping Hand
The Herald-Dispatch | March 21, 2012

HUNTINGTON -- The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center’s 
chimney is being repaired this week because of the efforts 
of three companies.

The Keith-Albee Foundation’s Board of Directors has paid 
close attention to the 50-foot-tall brick chimney for a few 
years, but concerns that it could crumble onto 4th Avenue 
grew recently when workers in the Frederick Building 
across the street said they could see light shining through 
the chimney because of severe cracking.

That’s when David Muth, owner of Advanced Building 
Restoration in Huntington, stepped into the picture. 
Board member Liza Caldwell called Muth and asked him 
to take a look at the chimney, which is located on the 
western end of the 84-year-old theater. Muth is familiar 
with the chimney because he was asked a few years ago 
to estimate how much it would cost to tear down the 
structure to the roof line of the historic theater.

“The first time I looked at it, I measured the dimensions 
and estimated there were about 22,000 bricks that would 
have to be removed,” Muth said. “It was a cost-prohibitive 
venture.”

This time around, Muth has called on Par Roofing and 
United Rentals to help him. And all three are partnering to 
make the job affordable for the Foundation.

“It’s at least a $20,000-$30,000 repair,” Muth said. 
“Everybody’s chipping in and helping to reduce the cost.”

United Rentals shipped a 120-foot lift from Lexington, 
Ky., to Huntington at no charge so Muth’s masons can 
stabilize the chimney with metal rods and seal the cracks 
with a hydraulic mortar. Par Roofing will help Friday when 
it lifts a new metal cap onto the top of the chimney.

“There is a cap on top of the chimney now, but it has 
deteriorated greatly,” Muth said. “When that happens, 
water is free to cut a crack all the way down into the 
masonry subsurface.

“The cap will have a vent on it, because the chimney is 
still used to ventilate the hot water tanks and any boiler 
system they might have in the building.”

David Tyson, co-president of the Keith-Albee Foundation, 
applauded co-president Bob Plymale and Caldwell for 
working with Muth on the chimney project.

“All of the companies involved have certainly made this 
project much more manageable and we’re very grateful 
for it,” Tyson said.

Meanwhile, the foundation completed raising the $32,000 
needed to restore the Keith-Albee’s marquee sign after it 
sustained storm damage last summer. Paris Signs should 
have the sign restored and back in its place by early 
summer, Tyson said.

The foundation now is turning its attention to replacing 
the Keith-Albee’s roof, he said. The section over the stage 
has been repaired, but replacing the rest of the roof will 
cost about $800,000, he said.

Employees with Advanced Building Restoration work to stabilize the chimney 
on the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Monday. 
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Keith-Albee Sign Returns Downtown
The Herald-Dispatch | May 23, 2012

Complete with new green and white lights, the iconic Keith Albee sign returned Wednesday to its 4th Avenue home — 
the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center.

The sign, restored and installed by Paris Signs, rolled into the 1000 block of 4th Avenue about 7:30 a.m. Wednesday. The 
re-installation process caused the roadway to be closed for much of the day.

The 83-year-old sign was removed in July 2011 after it received storm damage. A “Save Our Sign” benefit concert then 
raised a little less than $28,500 for the necessary repairs in September 2011.

The Keith Albee Performing Arts Center’s iconic sign arrives Wednesday, May 23, 2012, in the 1000 block of 4th Avenue. The sign was restored after it received storm 
damage last year.
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John Legend to play Thursday night at 
the Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | September 17, 2012

HUNTINGTON -- Spend a night enjoying the music of 
John Legend at 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20, at the Keith 
Albee Performing Arts Center where he will also give 
insight about his thoughts on social justice and poverty in 
America.

Presented by the Marshall Student Activities 
Programming Board, Legend’s hybrid lecture/
performance highlights his life, career and passion to 
make a positive impact on the world. He performs 3 to 4 
songs on piano during the lecture.

Legend is a multi-platinum selling singer/songwriter who 
is also known for his work as a philanthropist and social 
activist. He has won numerous awards including nine 
Grammy Awards, 2NAACP Image Awards and was named 
one of Time Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People.
Legend has collaborated with a variety of stars in the Hip 
Hop and R&B communities including Kanye West, The 
Roots, The Black Eyed Peas, Alicia Keys, Lauryn Hill and 
Jay-Z. His albums”Evolver,” “Wake Up!” and “Get Lifted” all 
debuted at the top of the charts.

Legend launched the “Show Me Campaign,” a non-profit 
organization fighting poverty around the world. He has 
been recognized several times for his activism including 
the 2010 BET Humanitarian of the Year Award and the 
2009 CARE Humanitarian Award for Global Change.
An Evening with John Legend: Lecture & Performance 
will be at 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20, at the Keith Albee 
Performing Arts Center. Tickets for this event are $45 
or $40 for the general public and$15 or $10 for Marshall 

University students. Non-student tickets can be purchased 
by contacting the Marshall Artists Series at 304-696-6656, 
online at ticketmaster.com or by coming to the box office 
at the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center at Marshall.

 An Evening with John Legend: Lecture & Performance 
is also sponsored by First Sentry Bank, Dr.Jeff & Mrs. 
Brooke Leaberry, Jeff & Amber Biederman, R. Lee Booten 
II, Attorney at Law, KEE 100,Oldies 97.1, WSAZ Newchannel 
3, The Herald-Dispatch, Marshall University, The College of 
FineArts and The Marshall Artists Series.

Here’s a look at the rest of the fall semester’s Marshall 
Artists Series season:

“Titanic: The Broadway Musical” at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 
1, at the Keith-Albee Performing ArtsCenter. Tickets are 
$58/$50/$45.

“Skateistan” (documentary film). This documentary kicks 
off the Marshall Artists Series Fall International Film 
Festival, at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 11, in the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center. Tickets are $10.

The Fall International Film Festival is Oct. 12-17, at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. Featured films 
include: “A Separation” (Iran), “The Kid With A Bike” 
(Belgium), “Applause”(Denmark), “Beasts of the Southern 
Wild” (USA), “Footnote” (Israel), and “Headhunters” 
(Norway).Tickets are $7.50 per fi lm.

Mountain Stage at 7 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 4. Join Larry Groce, 
host and artistic director of the iconic West Virginia radio 
program. Artists performing include Dr. Dog, Spirit Family 
Reunion and The Mountain Goats. More artists are to be 
announced. Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 at the 
door.

The Irish Tenors Holiday Celebration. Enjoy the boisterous 
charm of The Irish Tenors - Ronan Tynan,Finbar Wright 
and Anthony Kearns, with a full 30-piece orchestra at 7:30 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 3, at the Keith Albee Performing Arts 
Center. Tickets are $62.50/$50/$45.

The Marshall Artists Series accepts all major credit cards. 
For tickets call the Marshall Artists Series box office at 304-
696-6656. Order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com.

Visit the box office in the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts 
Center on the Marshall University campus. Box office.
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Irish Tenors bring show to Huntington
The Herald-Dispatch | December 3, 2012

HUNTINGTON -- The Irish Tenors, a trio of men who have played to sold-out crowds at Radio City Music Hall in New York 
City and the Sydney Opera House in Australia, visited the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington Monday 
night to perform their Holiday Celebration show.

The group includes Finbar Wright, Anthony Kearns and Ronan Tynan, who have been touring ogether as The Irish 
Tenors since 1998.

Another holiday show is coming up soon as well. The Huntington Symphony Orchestra will perform its Christmas show, 
“Holiday Memories,” at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15, at Big Sandy Superstore Arena.

The concert will feature The Lettermen.
Tickets start at $25. For more information, visit
www.huntingtonsymphony.org
or call 304-781-8343.

2012
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Smokey Robinson lights up Keith-Albee stage
The Herald-Dispatch | February 16, 2013

HUNTINGTON -- Motown came downtown Saturday night when Smokey Robinson took to the stage at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center.

The concert was the latest offering from the Marshall Artists Series.

Robinson, who founded the first group signed to Berry Gordy’s Motown Records, has donned almost every hat there is 
to be worn in the musical industry as a performer, songwriter, producer, talent scout and eventually the VP of Motown.

The concert was sponsored by Cabell Huntington Hospital, Beford Auto, Verizon, Marshall Health, WV Lottery, 
Ransbottom Law Office, River Cities Anesthesia, Community Trust Bank, David & Kim Robinson, KEE 100, WVHU, The 
Herald-Dispatch, WSAZ, Marshall University, MU College of Fine Arts and the Marshall Artists Series.

The next event from the MAS will be the Spring International Film Festival from Friday, Feb. 22, to Thursday, Feb. 28, at 
the Keith-Albee.

For more information about upcoming events, visit www.marshall.edu/muartser.

Smokey Robinson performing at  the Kieth-Albee.

2013
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Tony Award Wining Broadway hit 
“Hair“ Coming to Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | March 2, 2013

HUNTINGTON -- If you run into 26-year-old California 
native Brian Scott on the street you might be surprised by 
a twenty something jive talking like its 1968.

“Yeah, I do use the word ‘bummer’ and I say I ‘dig it,’ a lot 
too, lot more than I used to,” Scott said with a laugh.

Talking like one far out hippie cool cat, well, that’s just one 
of the funny occupational hazards of playing a hippie just 
about every night of the week as the national tour of the 
epic 1960s rock musical, “Hair” winds its way across the 
U.S., Canada and Japan.

Come 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 7, you can stroll 
downtown for some of that free love and good vibes 
yourself as the historic Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
hosts the 2009 Tony Award-Winning Broadway Revival of 
the “Hair.”

Tickets to the Marshall Artists Series event are $58, $50 
and $45. Tickets can be purchased by visiting the Joan 
C. Edwards box office, calling 304-696-6656, or online at 
ticketmaster.com

A Northern Colorado University graduate who spent two 
years touring as a ringmaster with the Ringling Brothers 
Barnum and Bailey Circus, said it has been a wild career 
ride stepping from the circus world straight into touring 
with the energetic rock musical.

“Dude, it’s a rock party,” Scott said by phone. “We’re 
singing all of this fantastic music, this music that is driven 
and that’s fun to sing, and we’re getting to dance around 
out there like a bunch of hippies and we don’t just do it on 
stage, we run out in the audience and dance with them 
and get the audience members up on stage to sing, ‘Let 
the Sunshine in.’ It’s a huge party and a huge rock show 
every night.”

For those too young or who enjoyed the 60s too much 
to remember, “Hair” is packed with the power of all of 
those sing-a-long hit songs such as “Let the Sun Shine In,” 
“Aquarius,” “Hair” and “Good Morning Starshine.”

Two of the show’s most famous peace and love anthems -- 
“Let the Sun Shine In” and “Aquarius” -- became huge hits 
for the Fifth Dimension as well.

All of those songs come washed live with the tour’s rock 
band (armed with double keyboards, two drummers, 
a guitarist, bassist and multi-horn player), and the tour 
actually features the vibrant and color-splashed sets and 
costumes of the Broadway revival of “Hair.”

“This is a cool thing to let everybody know is that 
everybody will see the costumes, the set and even 
the blocking and choreography from the 2009 revival 
production that was put on,” Scott said. “So what we are 
bringing to West Virginia and the rest of the country is 
the Broadway show for all the people who didn’t get to 
see it in New York City you can come and see that caliber 
of performance. It really is a beautiful unit set tucked on 
staged and a lovely sunshine backdrop.”

Called “the first Broadway musical in some time to have 
the authentic voice of today rather than the day before 
yesterday,” by New York Times theatre critic Clive Barnes 
when it opened on April 29, 1968, “Hair” follows a group 
of hopeful, free-spirited young people who advocate a 
lifestyle of pacifism and free-love in a society riddled with 
brutality and intolerance during the Vietnam War.

As the tribe in “Hair” explores sexual identity, challenges 
racism, experiments with drugs and burns draft cards, 
the musical creates an irresistible message of hope that 
continues to resonate with audiences more than 40 years 
later.

Scott said researching for the role he began to see a 
clearer understanding beyond the sex, drugs and rock 
‘n’ roll as to the message of the movement and the push 
for civil and social rights. That’s given him a new found 
respect for the hippie nation.

He thinks that the show’s message of peace and love 
could never be more relevant.

“Aside from the music I think it’s the message too that is 
timeless,” Scott said. “The reality is that they are talking 
about a lot of the stuff that we still care about today. 
They were for love and social equality and opposed 
unpopular wars and felt passionate about peace -- all 
things that we need just as much today as they needed 
in the past. When people come to the show I think they 
recognize how that message is still so important today.” 
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Keith-Albee repairs near completion
The Herald-Dispatch | July 13, 2013

HUNTINGTON -- The roof project of the Keith-Allbee 
Performing Arts Center is about two weeks away from 
completion.

Doors are being replaced and caps worked on, along with 
other finishing touches, said Bob Plymale, co-president 
of the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Inc., the non-
profit entity which oversees the historic theater on 4th 
Avenue in downtown Huntington.

PAR Roofing of Huntington has been the roofer on the 
project, which got started earlier this year. This combined 
with prior work done on the roof brings the total cost of 
the roof repairs to about $700,000, Plymale said. The roof 
had significant leaks over the stage area, where repairs 
were made a couple years ago.

“It’s pretty exciting after all the stuff we’ve had to finally 
say it’s just about finished,” Plymale said, adding that the 

roof had to be secure before other improvements could 
be made. “The trademark of a Thomas Lamb theater of 
this nature is the atmospheric ceiling where you look 
like you’re looking into the sky. If we hadn’t finished the 
repairs, the damage to that could have been so costly 
we couldn’t continue to operate because of the cost of 
repairing the roof and the ceiling.

“It’s timely from that standpoint, and just the fact that 
we can start moving on to other infrastructure issues (is 
exciting). We’re doing planning of the details on that now.”
Upcoming projects include improvements to the heating 
and cooling system, as well as the wiring of the theater, 
which opened in 1928.

“The roof was the first thing, and now we move on to 
other things before we move on to cosmetic issues,” 
Plymale said. “We did everything in the manner of doing 
it for historical theater. Everything we have done has been 
approved through the Division of Culture and History. One 
of our next plans is to get the theater on the historical 
register. It’s in a historic district but not on the register.”

New roofing is being installed at the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington
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Diamond Helping Restore Theater to 
its Natural Glory

The power of restoration.

One individual figuring prominently in the undertaking 
is Darren Diamond, who owns Diamond Furniture 
Restoration in Russell, Kentucky. He’s been in this 
business for 14 years. The Keith-Albee has embarked 
on a $2.6 million project to refurbish the seats in the 
downtown theater and has launched a seat sponsorship 
campaign to finance the effort. Guess who got the seat 
contract? Diamond.

Until now, Diamond’s biggest undertaking was a major 
renovation at Ironton High School.

“I love what I do. I love to 
restore old things,” Diamond 
said during a meeting with 
fellow restoration associates 
Liza Caldwell, Andrew Myers 
and A.J. Stovitz. “I’m so pleased 
someone cares enough before 
this gets too bad and it ends 
up costing too much or they’re 
saying close it up, tear it down. 
It happens in America all the 
time. I feel privileged to do this.”

Caldwell owns buildings downtown and chairs the Keith-
Albee Foundation building committee. She played a 
leading role in researching which direction to go on the 
seat project. Myers owns an interior design company in 
New York called Andrew Myers Interior Design. Stovitz 
works with him.

One of America’s most prolific and revered theater 
architects, New York based-Scotsman Thomas L. 
Lamb, designed the Keith-Albee. The facility featured 
a main floor and balcony with seating for 2,720. The 
number’s not as high now, but still - dealing with 2,000-
plus seats can be a chore. Seats bolted to the floor 
have to be removed, made new at Diamond’s Russell 
facility, returned and put back into place. Can you say 
logistical nightmare? Then there are building codes as 
well as incorporating ADA (American Disabilities Act) 
requirements, including companion seats.

Diamond is excited by this latest business challenge. He’s 
quick to point out he’s not going this alone. He has two 
upholsterers with 65 years experience and an apprentice. 
Samples have been seen and Diamond said, “They came 
back beautiful.”
”It’s interesting. I used to work in sales,” Diamond said. “I 
remember we used to always get cutbacks, downsize. I’m 
one who always wanted more. My dad’s a retired brick 
mason. I can drive you around the Tri-State and show you 
projects my dad laid bricks on. I worked on some with 
him. I felt I wanted to leave a mark. When I’m dead and 
gone, someone would be able to say my dad did that, my 
grandfather did that. In 14 years, I’ve done so much for so 
many. To leave a mark on this is a great opportunity. This 
is the general public’s theater.”
“We are taking the existing seats, restoring them 
back to better condition than they were in when they 
first opened,” Caldwell said. “There’s a great deal of 
satisfaction when you take something tired and old and 
restore it whether your name is attached to it or not.” 

Huntington brothers A.B. and S. J. Hyman, majority 
owners of The Greater Huntington Theater Corporation, 
built the Keith-Albee to enhance their family of 
downtown theaters that then included the Huntington, 

(continued on next page)
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the Orpheum, and the State. The Hyman family closed 
the Keith as a movie theater in 2006 and donated it to 
the Marshall University Foundation, which in turn passed 
it on to the newly formed Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center Foundation Inc. The tax-exempt, charitable 
corporation operates the facility today. The building’s 
still used for numerous events. It will be available during 
restoration.

Lamb and his firm designed more than 300 theaters 
worldwide, but they created only eight of the expensive 
and exotic “atmospherics.” In atmospheric theaters, 
the auditorium is designed to create the illusion of 
being entertained outdoors. Overhead, the domed 
ceiling simulates an expansive, blue night sky. Intricate 
plasterwork, chandeliers, sconces and balconies create 
an air of sophistication.

Donations are available at three levels for the seat 
campaign $1,500 for seats in row B to row O or the 
Orchestra Level and Loge Boxes; $1,250 for the remaining 
Orchestra Level seats; and $1,000 for all regular Balcony 
seats behind the Loge. Donors will get the name of their 
choice - whether a patron, company or person being 
memorialized - on their chair.

The campaign includes a special “We Are Marshall 
Memorial Designation,” as the first 75 seats in the middle 
of the balcony has been dedicated to the memory of the 
75 Marshall football players, coaches and community 
members who died in the Nov. 14, 1970 plane crash. There 
will be a nameplate on the chairs honoring those from 
the crash. A plaque in the lobby will have the names of 
folks who donated the $1,000 for the seat.

An anonymous donor has given $20,000 to get that 75 
campaign started. The first seat was given in honor of 
Gene Morehouse, “The Voice of the Herd,” who perished 
in the crash. As part of that anonymous donation, a chair 
has been donated in honor of offensive lineman Bob 
Patterson, of Louisburg, North Carolina.

Myers, a Huntington High graduate, let Caldwell and the 
building committee know he would like to assist. His firm 
works on a variety of projects in the $80 million range. 
One recent project was working with HVS Design and 
Ambius to handle the interiors of the new EVEN Hotel in 
Brooklyn, New York.

“We like to do things in the community,” Myers said. 
“Large projects are perfect for us, and challenging with 
the historic issues to deal with.”

Myers sent copies of existing carpet and upholstery (both 
original from 1928) to mills in Europe and the United 
States. They received bids from these mills. The mills 
did their work and sent samples back and decisions 
on which way to proceed were made. “The samples hit 
100 percent,” Myers said. “The price is rock bottom. The 
theater is getting the best price, the best quality, an exact 
match.”

Since Caldwell, Myers, Stovitz and Diamond are in 
different places at different times, thank goodness for 
tablets and other electronic devices to provide face time.
Caldwell said it made more sense to take the restoration 
path instead of renovation.

“Renovation changes things to suit what people want,” 
Caldwell said. “Restoration puts it exactly the way it was. 
If we put in new seats, it would change sight lines and 
ruin everybody’s experience.”

Caldwell said after a two-year search, the original carpet 
and upholstery have been recreated as close as one 
possibly could.

The Keith-Albee is Lamb’s last atmospheric theater in 
the world. He created fewer than a dozen. Huntington ‘s 

(continued on next page)
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facility has been put up for national landmark status and 
Caldwell hopes to hear a decision soon. That would pave 
the way for more funding. Restoration allows access to 
other monies such as tax credits and grants. As Caldwell 
put it, in this case it will be cheaper to restore than 
renovate.

Another plus is the facility’s cooling system. In 1925, 
mechanical engineer Willis Carrier refined his air 
conditioning version to adapt to very large places. In 
1928, the Hymans approved the expensive and elaborate 
Carrier system for the Keith-Albee. One key feature is a 
well that was drilled under the theater providing freshly 
chilled air to circulate into the auditorium through vents 
at the seat bases. 

“This theater has a lot of things in it that we want to 
keep,” Caldwell said. “If you go to theaters that have been 
fully restored in other big cities, they have the original 
seating. It enhances the atmosphere, the history. With 
this project, it allows the community to become part of 
the restoration. The whole city can get behind it.” “It is 
going to look exactly like it did when it opened,” Stovitz 
said.

Diamond Helping Restore Theater to its 
Natural Glory (Continued)
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Keith-Albee Turns 90 Years Old
The Herald-Dispatch | May 7, 2018

When music icon Tony Bennett performed at the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center in 2016 as part of the 
Marshall Artists Series, he put down his microphone 
before he broke into a night-ending, spine-tingling send-
up of “Fly Me to the Moon” and had a little heart-to-heart 
talk with the audience.

“This theater is perfect for performing,” Bennett said then. 
“I heard they were talking about cleaning it up, but now 
don’t clean it up too much because the acoustics in here 
make beautiful sounds.”

Don’t worry, Tony, the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
still has its impeccable acoustics, but as a 90-year-old 
should, the Thomas Lamb-designed ornate Spanish 
Baroque-style theater has been getting quite a bit of 
love and TLC as the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
Foundation is in the midst of several renovation projects.

To help fund those and to fully restore the Keith, the 
Foundation is kicking off a new campaign, “Giving the 
Arts to Tomorrow: A Campaign to Sustain the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center,” to establish an endowment fund 
for the theater, which was opened 90 years ago on May 8, 
1928.

“We decided that for the 90th birthday instead of focusing 
on a single event to celebrate, we would focus on the year. 
So for its 90th year, our goal is to start an endowment 
so we can work on and focus on certain projects that 
will really transform large pieces of the building,” said 
Shaleena Ross, who is the general building manager for 
the Keith-Albee.

Ross said the endowment will help the Foundation build 
a reservoir of matching funds that are usually always 
needed for grants.

“Our goal is to build a legacy that this generation can lead 
to the next and that to celebrate its 90th birthday, the 
Keith-Albee would start its real journey to be completely 
restored by its 100th birthday,” Ross said. “It is about 
renovating the Lounges and the Suites in the building so 
that people who have public access that their experiences 
get improved and restored to what it was in 1928.”

Let’s Get Visible

Ross said it has been exciting for the Foundation to 
begin making headway on tackling more visible projects, 
such as building managers Junior Ross and Gary Cooper 
repainting the floor, the orchestra pit’s wooden floor, as 

well as restoring the wood framing and footlights along 
the front of the stage.

That area was used this past season of the Marshall Artists 
Series for seating, which included front-row pit seats for 
the Marshall students watching national act comedian 
Leslie Jones, a star of “Saturday Night Live” as well as other 
TV and films such as “Ghostbusters.”

This season has also seen new improvements of a green 
room and backstage area makeover, as well as starting 
to renovate and re-paint and decorate the expansive 
basement dressing rooms.

The Keith-Albee Foundation had - in its 10 years of owning 
the Keith-Albee - completed more than $1 million in 
renovations, including new roofs, a sign repair and, most 
recently, installing a new HVAC system. However, the 
current projects (such as the seat campaign) are much 
more noticeable and tailor-made for the community to 
jump on board and help sponsor, Ross said.
“You can’t see the roofs, you can’t see the HVAC system, 
but you can see the seats being restored and the furniture 
that had been in storage for decades coming back out 
into the theater,” Ross said.

This past week, the Keith-Albee received its second row of 
32 seats that have been restored by Diamond’s Furniture 
Restoration in Russell, Kentucky. That is part of the Keith-
Albee Foundation’s $2.6 million “Take A Seat Under the 
Stars” program.

Row by row, the 2,200 seats are being completely restored, 
including fabric matching the original seats from when 
the Thomas Lamb theater was first opened in 1928.

Sholten Singer/The Herald-Dispatch The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center 
has undergone extensive renovations in the past 10 years, including new roofs, 
waterproofing and a new HVAC system. Now, the Keith-Albee Foundation is set 
to launch a campaign to replace the theater’s 88-year-old seats.
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Adding to the Luxury With Restored Benches And Wi-Fi
As part of that campaign, Ross said they have been also 
restoring about 30 pieces of furniture, such as benches 
and chairs that had been in storage.

“We have had more than 30 pieces done. Most of those 
pieces had been, and I when I say in shambles, I mean 
they were ripped up with hardly any fabric on them, and 
stacked in the basement,” Ross said. “Since we had parts 
of the year where we had shows that were too close to 
take out seats, to supplement that we said why not get 
the old furniture out because this is also part of the Keith-
Albee, so we are slowly getting those pieces to our restorer 
and so we have already brought back four benches that 
probably hadn’t been in the theater for three decades or 
more.”

Several of chairs and benches are in the lobby. Ross said 
she thinks it really makes a statement and sets a mood 
when folks walk in and perhaps sit for spell on the regal 
looking furniture.

“I think it adds or returns to the building that idea of 
luxury. Having chairs that are original to the building as a 
statement piece that says, ‘Welcome to the Keith-Albee. 
We value you, not just for the seat you occupy inside, but 
for your presence in the building.’ “

Rolling Out the Red Carpet
Beyond the seats, Ross said this summer will also see 
the entire Keith-Albee’s carpet replaced. “The big thing 
is our carpet is done and ready to be delivered - almost 
14,000 pounds of carpet,” Ross said. “Everything that has 
carpet in the theater will be re-done, including the lobby, 
the mezzanine, all of the bathrooms, the stairs, the main 
auditorium as well as the balcony. We also purchased 
extra carpet so that if we have any issues we need to fix 
we have additional carpet we can use in other areas.”

The Keith is also getting Wi-Fi.
“We just signed on today (Wednesday) to have Comcast 
to come and do Wi-Fi in the back of the building, for a 
building like the Keith-Albee any project involves a lot of 
planning and a lot of coordination because there are a 
lot of complexities to the projects,” Ross said. “Everything 
is a challenge, even if like the organ is original, it is still a 
challenge to put it back as it was but in a modern era.”

The Keith-Albee Organ Back In the Pit
One of the most exciting - and now visible - projects has 
been the return of the 1927-built Keith-Albee Mighty 
Wurlitzer (Opus 1780), which had been gone from the 
building since 1957. Thanks to the continued efforts of Bob 
Edmunds and the Huntington Theatre Organ Project Inc., 
the 1,000-pound, three-manual console with its gorgeous 
tiger striped walnut console top was lowered back into its 
home in the orchestra pit a week ago. It had been gone 
for more than half a century.

For Edmunds, bringing the Keith-Albee’s organ back 
home and restoring it has been an arduous labor of love. 
Organ Project members brought the organ back home 
in 2010 after buying it for $30,000 from a fellow organ 
enthusiast in Greensboro, North Carolina.
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Sip Downtown Partners with Keith-
Albee for Fundraiser
The Herald-Dispatch | June 7, 2022

HUNTINGTON — Sip Downtown Brasserie at 311 9th St. in 
Huntington will host a “Sip and Tip” night from 5-10 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 15, for the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center to assist with its operating expenses and current 
renovation projects, according to Board President
Bob Plymale.

Director of Development Terry Deppner Hardin said 
in a news release that Allison White, owner of Sip, has 
been generous with the theater, as the upcoming Sip 
and Tip night follows a contribution of $2,692 from Sip’s 
Derby & Drams event May 7. Deppner Hardin said White 
understands the theater’s importance as an economic 
driver in the community and among the local restaurant 
scene.

“Stepping into the Keith-Albee is an experience in and 
of itself,” White said in the news release. “We are lucky to 
have such a beautiful venue in Huntington. I plan to help 

in every way possible to assist with the preservation efforts 
as well as attract locals and tourists to the downtown 
area for entertainment, shopping and dining.” Deppner 
Hardin says the Keith-Albee board will be working on a 
major plumbing project that will help keep water out of 
the theater’s basement, where water damage is causing 
safety issues, fallen ceilings and flaking plaster.

“This funding is vital to maintaining this historic asset as 
an important element of the downtown cityscape,” she 
said in the release.

Plymale noted in the release that Sip’s Derby & Drams 
event coincided with the 94th anniversary of the Keith-
Albee’s opening to the public on May 7, 1928, when The 
Blue Streak of Vaudeville Rae Samuels was the headliner 
and “Good Morning, Judge,” a comedy starring Reginald 
Denny, was the featured film.

“The theatre was built to have vaudeville shows on stage 
as well as silent and sound motion pictures on the screen 
from its very first day,” Plymale said in the release.
The board is seeking landmark status for the Keith-Albee, 
he said.

From left, Doug Chapman, Nicole Chapman, Emily Chambers, Allison White, Sonia Chambers and Robert “Chuck” Chambers will help raise funds for the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center during a “Sip and Tip” night June 15 at Sip Downtown Brasserie at 311 9th Street in Huntington.
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