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'Keith-Albee Scores
H it of Second Wﬁeﬁ:

- The second week oI the new Eelth-
Hwe opevied yesterday sflernosn o
5 house erpwded with slsction holl-
dayers, who received the sets with ahe
tHusissm vying with that of the open-
ing might. Rightly, ‘o, betsuse the
bill pow showing Is the best yel. Reg-
WIaT by oo show, with exeellant i
ent and Dot & bumh adt on the bl
Garber's Guletles, feature aot, I8
clever! revue with five girls and lvo
boys.  They bave s fast routing
dances, SOnEE, sccEnttios Angd comp
The Corbitl twins ave tappers perie

dence that is new, and & tap chal
together., The add is besubifully e
tumed with s finish in & barnys

with the girls dressed as chickens the

the bays b entertaining, )

Poster Fagen & CoxX 2 8 5
male trio. Good looking oy ¥
well Blended volees in amusing song
acopmipanied by stage plane and
hanio,

Matty & Manoy s s dadee Ieam
that hit berd with peain and fancy
stepping. A dance pantomine, bur-
lesoulpy the usual boy and girl Tle-
tation  stunt got by big.  Gmick
ehanges of the girls’ costumes Nelped,
and ghe had lots of pep and plenty
of dance ability, The big hit of | the
ar? was the appesrance of a Hitle
ihres year ferme, not billed, but) in-
trodured as s surprise. For stage
presetics she could not be best jared
could dance, sing snd wise crack with
the best.

Pripcess Pal appenred in person
with ‘her irainer, Hert Nelsan, after
a short filln review of her histopy,
This 15 an interestineg novelly.

The openers, the Dextersus Trio,
two boys and a girl, do acrobatic
stunis and balancing feals. The boys
do most of the work, and the gird
decorpies the sel pleasingly. . |

The (lm festure 3 Bebe Daniels in
“The 50-50 Girl” wheveln & inpdern
high stepper geta her blull called by
the good locking Jawmes Hadl, again
proving nething at sl gkeept that
Miss Denlels & an excellent come-
denne. A comedy, “Yes, Ves, Bab-
ette” Aesar’s fables and s hewe week-
iy complete the program. | ;




John Fox, Jr.'s
~Tale On Screen

:Richﬁrd Ba:ihe!mw@ Comes
to Keith-Albee in Effec.
tive: hlm Offermg

A nstab%@ Mm sitraction to be pre-
wented on the BU at the Keth-Albee
during the latter hall of this Pesk 8.
“The little Bhepherd of Eingdom
Come,” frosd Jehn Fox, Jr's famous |
tale of the Cumberlands snd i% which |
Richard Barihelmess stars, |

As  Chad Buford, the Kentucky
meuniain lsd, who dreamed b ﬂm
settlement’s” books and grand per-
song, Mok Barthelmess has added an-
other lovahle and unforgeltstiie posc-
trait W his slresdy britiant gadery.

Througheut the last few yeals Bar-

{helmess has groen o he o 2 than

) thie most artistic and suc- & NEME OF even & Pl nerely
nging Ahd musionl ncle NOw fneidenial designations. He bas be- )
b Taudeviie, This bl come & symboi-Romancs o) Everye |
phtarer the Riemen Sisters, girl and Son to Everymothbr —the !

SPETER i}*tw smm o the Man-boy, A very real Pelgr Han, re-

A . w:&ﬁ;& fusing to grow up. A mirror reflect-

(R OV »\um; Mre ing > b +f Everyvinan
|, The Gerslding Imperiy Company e :‘?’” rpoi  Mildred m?ft?xe»i )U;fm?aézfm?\i&: ii@x:&@ed
di8 w irks of Bpanish dancers, two Aaniet and Otls Mitehel, y . :

to erect & monument to American
Youth,

men snd & girl awho opened the show, M iigenst Broadway musios

then this seif-same Tol'able

They had & routine of Spanish das- id are telented entertan- David and Little Shephesd Will be
Balf of the week, with & fast W ees. festuring & Bull Pight Pantasic ofe. A TN nds e e s madel-ldeslistio—compos|te—the
g;ﬁ" )30 ¢ wﬁ,‘m‘?;u Amiand & Whintwind Danes, and of ; Z:;siff;if eif_é ;iwigm o the sulmination of the greal Agerican
he guiter, uke, banjo, snd m ﬁ"ff oorse, the Tange. One boy I8 fast| | g : qusrietie Tendition oructhle.
organ, in the order Damed, and B ., o " & . gyi esiom ; ‘i&'\&m&k g ngw}f e ‘:\(g}i ek, they call him—all of them!

a5 e pane 0 8 medisy of disssica Bt & yeve 1 10 the maosl 8 N -

the thoe he gets o the Mﬁjﬁ, that and populsr numbers’ The act s e, 1 gorgeously oostamed And thstw significant Its bo,vuli
buy Certainly rieeds shme fhe ine beaulifully staged and costurnes, buk e and yol manly. Only chups andt
suranbe,  The audiegon . hisg: | .. iost & Hetle its o ,t- ™ s stable 86t on the big buddies esll a man named Richard
back  for thoees ehocorss, Lhen ¢ Eﬁ:%ﬁ? o8t = Hitle from Epot om L Heith program 3 i hy the more intimate snd Priendly
e more. R g L Betled Doggles snd “Reots” MaKer ek, Glpis, oo, IUs trresialible
f?m hﬁ‘éﬁ i Wﬁm :gg‘ﬁ’i}?&fm“ Che  feature film,  “Blyrcraper,” e, nhtionally famous musiosl There DSy ¢ a reason for this
phis Blies™ bmﬂgge? down the house. with Williars Boyd snd Sue Carol it q orites just retured from surs of friendliness and wann int-

: ' T wirth sesing ail by Useds.  Ldfe, dasth,
a%mgﬁi“f “méfmm fi“r i‘gg iowe, thrills and romedy, mostly (e
Comedy socnes. ALl ave good Gancers, | LT On top of  twenty story
yosng and sttrsctive. A& duet nigh ’«’@%@ii’g' e flim heid the ﬁlﬁiﬁﬁg

¢ until the Jast scene. It Beamy e
iieking dante by ithe glrls, an eo-

4] our ol Burepe and Bouth @Ay,
*in the sotl
wwned dancer,
dsnelng psri-
wim Uam X)»sha SM(‘:

The realists and romanticists
would have vartous and sundry rea-
sata, bul the stmiple facl 8 (@t Dick
js & man-boy at heart. A man-boy
tn his swtlook on lfe, bls philosophy

o

: WG dresins.
: (TS L Albe 1, &R an ' ) ) X
centric ‘by one of the boys snd & a‘f wf ?xi;r: §v1 r;a “Va.ug%;: o Cebrond & map-boy who steals awgy from
bronzed Tndian dance were especially | o triostate gitl, had an import- e his make-believs world whenpver he
f‘{";ﬁ'wmh}’ ) ‘ ;a&t purt in “Skyscraper. o laondop, Fars ean and loses himself on his yacht st
e, . - s & Rio ae Janeire st ses of iFaveling in sirungd cous-
ﬂl? Fhree Walsons, two bors snd &n;x<v\1§}$\ (tmaj ik trysddes. A man-boy who | thinks
5 gitl, bitled fromn Ashlund, do step- : aesorbmant o fiew young and lives young. A Mas-boy
ping a‘r"é songs, with  some good, £ MELY gon ‘mn costiim with msn-reasoning  and DY-irre-
smooth jugrling work and got & good ke s fam isical sponsibilities, whoae moods afe thess
hand.  They - introduced snother VEu- of & boy of fourteen st} dre@.t!;;:xg af
Nelson, "BikinnyY at-lhe eng of ihe e, - ) cotguering workds and whose|love of
ant, & clover y&;ngswr who Charles. . ; ardd law Donpsily in s {‘m&t;%ﬂ» Hle s that of a man of (hafiy, en-

toted and Biadk Botthbmed, 1
Haynes & Beok is & boy and gir}
tearmn with s Iine of comedy chatter,
The gitl is fungy.

ail entitied
feo saditions!
s priele the
g Manday
e headline

soying the full-g n frults | of es-
périence angd v&!u@?

ek Barihelmess as Chad) Bulord
i B rovelstion, thng: and [breath-

: R taking. It is y that|a man
~ e should be able o etoh o delleale
el famous nd colariul ellertain- 3 ter sueh as Ohsd aftey|the six
. N -
- : N . yoar mterval since Davig
The feal dedure e the D s A ) '
e s Hlatest ahd posatbly Nk vﬁz’f wxﬁfk &‘m e‘gs o
dramatie offering, "Laugh. Gowm o ﬁaf " ¥ mmmw&<
3 tiﬁﬁii; the las{ half as'me esuse Dick Basthelmese m given it
y a; fay, will teaturs fiesh and NMood and soul; - because
# groatest en- anly ihe wreem's ™an-boy cowid
W;nrn\ anm Van }gwm" whe bave lmbusd it with fee}ms apd un-
oY, meh mag * fogether with é&rs&amsmg

egs Iaaleqm snd 8 big wusical

wdthon wer, Rik 4 : 1
cknd Ballo and_others ﬁORMA sHEARER

3 ?é&mw pieture will be Riehard

me Lidttie &xe;mem

ISE PI("I l RE
BY ANITA LOOS
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Norma Shearer

Here Thursday

Auraenve Star Has Role of
. Gold Digger in “A

| ~ Lady of Chance” 1

cnm!nx %o the Keith-a.ihee on
Thursday of this week 18 that ever
lovely and alented Norms Shearer in
her latest gouind synchronized screen

production, “A lady of COhance,”
which offers proof that s man may
"iqok ke & miltion dollars”’ md still
not have a dime.
- (4A Tady of Chance” presents the
sthractive star’as & professions] gold
digger. who, after years of expenenee
af, plcung out wealthy men who were
essy to “fesce,” selecta s handsome
young fellow who 15 wiring his mother
olia miltion-dollar promotion scheme,
and finds, siter marnying him that
miscalcuiated. | Johnny. Mack

] Brown. former Alabama footbail hero

andione of the screen’s most promis-
ing actors, assumes the rola of the
| young 'man ‘whose appearance proved
an interesting enigma to the expert

Based on s story by LeRoy 8Scutt,
celebrated novelist and playwright, “A

| gold dlgger.

\Lady of Ohance” has been directed

by Robert Z. Leonard, and relates the
adven of & trio who are ‘working
a badger game with Polly, played by
Miss Shenrer, too: clever 16 her com=

1 panions at times. -

Co.staaa.wmphonéopcmwﬂnan

ﬁ emmm New York Hote), Dolly plies

the atteations of

het trad
; ﬂirtstma old men and then having

venient husband™ surprise her

'ssm is with her victim and sepa-
| rate him from his bankroll Tesming
| up with two former pals the girl com-

pletes pne game, departs with the en-
tire prpceeds, and just as she s ready

{ o marry & handsome young inventor
i14or his money the two former part-

ners arrive on the scent, furlously
% Knowinx that the only

pmnﬁmthougbhamwofmhng
a fortome.on a new kind of cement
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Eucellent Vaudeville
Show at Ke@th—Albee

East ané Dumks tep & splendld iam
at the Kelth-Albes theatre
the” week, in pleasing me!ody d
putiy dialogue. Both men have ea};d
singing voices, and Mr, Dumks |
plenty hot on the ivories. Their.
ter nonsense took axtremely well’ w&th
| the audience, and p nice hand greet-
ed all efforts. Obvicusly oid hands
at the veudeville game, thelr well
poised siage manner was well liked.
A new song, whitten by the team, was
given the gudience last night. i

Marshall Montgomery gives & beau-
tifully staged ventriloguist act, s
sisted by s company of two, with sets
representing & yecht, The dummy, B
wise-cracking kid brother of the ginl
{alks, whistles and sings;: while the
ventriloguist ests, smokes and drinkﬁ,
‘ﬁiﬁz no noticeable movement of

ps

“Noodles” Fagan keeps the s.agi!-
encg Imughing throughout a chaiter
and song act, assisted by Mary, o
“whale” of 2 girl, who does some fast
.and snappy stepping, in spite of her
size.  “Noodles” pleased by picking
out individual members in the audi~
ence snd razzing them, to the am e-
ment of thelr neighbors.” It the ¢
tomers don’t want to be razed, ey
shouldn't ‘'come In while "Nooqﬂea is
talking.

Three Iﬂrdom, two men and & gjr!.
have 8 good apener, in a mixtureiof
trampoiine -snd bar stunts, with
comediax getting Iaughs. “I‘he 1
dances pratiily,

“a La.dy of Chance’ is th&
feature, with Norms Shesrer, J
Mack Brown and an excellent syp-
porting cast. Clever and zmmualqzh
story deals with ‘an  “angel f&@"
whose racket is wheeling and s
|dn11g rich men. . What happen n&n

her when she tried her wiles on
Esck Brown is inte:estins and

knew tho,
g as not-fost
my‘ Oml
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atMpianobyttwweﬂknownwm—

‘ymm McNally sang his
|fme in Ireland Jong beton'

pianist, Granville, English.

he wis
heard in America. ”&eismuva

of (Westport, County Mayo, Ireland

b¢
of imusic and ounto the stage.

af

‘beautiful volce oarried him
& business csreer into the worldm
_Bis first sppearance sz Danny
in “The Lily of Karey” at

. Queen's Theatre in Dublin, He
all Dublin talking and: ﬂfter that

tz\e operas of Verdi, Puecini

in
Sounod, Leoncavalo,
otrt.ﬁrs Then came & 5eas0n . w Nspka

twenty-five performances of the

2 Carlos Opera Company, !nllowed
s concerl tour'o! every | county,
vince and town in Iréland, singing.

songs that made the name of Me-~

ly » household word the length
xmci breadth ot the Emerald Isle,

en ‘came § trip to America as &

- He sang st a gathering of
oolmtrymen in this country and
r -that his' chance to return to.
was small. Ametica hu held

carlet Seas’
3 Opens Monday

m thard Barthelmess Stars
{in Adventurous Story
of the Sea -

Richard Barthelmess, gu;t)hporxtgdugy
Betty Compson, opens at the Keith-
Albde, Monday in his latest and brav-
) est dramatic romanee, “Searlet Seas,”
tells a tremendous, gripping
“of romance, Jove and adventure
n e high seas, synchmn!zod with
sou id effects and mb
let Seas” has to dn with wlmt
_ha.p ng to & man's soul when. he
finds himself in inid-ocean, alone
witli a girl of the wnderworld, adrift,
hungry, thirsty, baked by a bmmng
This is the problem that is
solved in this exceptiondl drama of
the screen.
It was directed by John m.ncia
Dilign, whase record. with “The
Ni ” one of Barthsimess’ greatest

/| hits gave: him an envighle x‘epﬁw'
tion.! :

Barthelmess 13 supporwd by an, ex-
ceptionally capable cast’:headed by
| Betty Compson in the feminine lead
‘| and |Loretta Young 88 the featured
ingenue The heavy role iz enscted
by Jack Curtis, who h a8t bwon}lnl
one. of the meanest villging on ‘the
screen, while . other coloifil - roles are
‘[played by Knute Erle.uon James
- Bradbiary, Br., Larry er, Fred
|OBeck, Bil Wilson, English
“|and others,

: SolPontoacwdu otubat-
i|tery ‘of 12 eameras, while a fieet of
i vmelsrmsinx!mmahugemoo-ton
sailing vessel to & half~a-doven speed-
~'|boats were used in filming the spec-
: e th ex&eﬂ?ﬁ were flimed o
L] Most. e r8 were

1| the western end of Caislina Island

Joy

Noted Dancers
Headline Acts ===
At Keith - Albee

Broadway's Nol;'d Steppers
Open Vandeville Week

‘JUHPINC ] A(’ KS’

ive Dmxrdm Arza Knrown
Throughout the Realm

The splendld proghata opening ab
the Eeith-Albes Monday for tDe half
week femburss several of  Broadway's
bosh ERown dapcers who will be seen
in & mam of oolor, action andd musis
bath voral and lastrumental in a do-
gﬁz‘{rd variety ast entitled “Dance
e dasce wnil you Yedve with sheey

they Swang gum\u and
beal the band.” Costumes are beau-
tiful snd the stege sets lavish sng
lovely. The aet intreduses the ver-
satlio Billie and ! Dolly OBrien mm

With ‘Dance Bits’

OFFER NOVELTY

of Vandeville

“Tom Cnekoo Oonemt™ s a kit
and a dewosdly clever ane with nelibh-
er rliyme. ressin of logle. They are
soging Tubsizers who play lhe plane
and entertain evory single ote of the
fiftern minuies they are on he stage.
The Five Detarden known thetugh-
out the world of vaudeville ss “The
Jureping Jacks” offer ar rafe novele
ty m action. This clever guinietis
offer & most senssticasl acd beaciog
down hard on supev-sthietiea. Inow-
marabie darte-devll and hair-ralsing
stunis are dome with lighinisg lke
Thera s an attractive girl

a&:vn 0 the #ct who lends much

xind om the vaudavilie
soge, Exsellend somedy and wom-
derful oviginal feals mmaks ihis ast
aa anal oo,

Mot only 4o lhese clever peo-

sl thelr grace and aglilly, bat
sog “to

Headlinad o0 lhe bRl for the last
hell of the week s the famwus [rish
bariions, Walter MaMally, oTaring a
eycle of song gomes.  He IS ssslated af
the plano by Urrarile English ibe
well-Znown semooesy planist.

10

'"This Week’s Amusements |
At The City’s Theatres

Keith-Afbee — Mol. m-v(mt -
I Kelth's supreme vaudeville festuring
“Dance Bits” with five talented stop-
pers. Feature picture, "Scarlet Scu"

I

. with Richard Barthelmess. Movie-

tone vaudeville novelty act, "cmnelly

sonz."‘.)eamzme T rheam of Tilac
Time.” Select light chmedy. Mefro|
Goldwyn News Weekls .

State — Mon.-Tuesk Wed. -, Jphn*
Gilbert in "Clkmeo Kfrby" suppotted

and Weinrich” offering

This clever team are musical comedy

stars. ! News and d;
Thurs.-Frl.-Sat. — An entire new

bill of Keith vaudeville featuring the

.{famous Itish baritone, Walter' Mc-

Nally., Feature picture, “Show Folks.”
Movl 'lonc vaudeville act, Rose and

‘| Taylor with their Montmarte Orches-

tra from Mollywood in a trio of de-
lightful numbers including that new
hit “Just Once Again. "‘ Movietone

[News and comedy.

The Orpheum — All Week—Colleen

i Moore in her greatest screen success,

“Lilac Time"
Cooper. Synchronized with sound ef-

'|fects and with the beautiful theme

supported by Gary |Rose.

by Gertrude Ol in s |
of | i days on ithe
Misslssippl. ‘ Belect ‘Bomedy, “¥You
Know 8he. Dires ‘Em.’{| News Weekly. |
Thurs.~-Fri.:8at. *~ 1The Singapore
Mutiny” With Ralph Iiice and Estelle
Taylor, 8 sigging melpdrams of ithe
high sess. Select light gomedy, “G me

Get 'Your Baby andg How.”
Weekly. On Baturday §nly 2 new
sode in the big serial,; “The Bag
the nghL” i

Coming Am'a, stlons: ‘
u Keith-Alboe — Alind Jimmy Vateu—
ne.”
Orphem-—.ml weeh "Abies I;&sh\
wlth wuusm
1

Slﬂe—"’l‘he Escape
Russell.

LwFrench gfrl makes “Lilac Time" one

'of the most discussed plctures of the
year.

Carey Wilson, who scenarized the
screen version, not only”included the
many stirring episodes that made' the
stage play one of the greatest in his-
tory, but elaborated on parts for film-
Ing that could only be vaguely sug-
gested In the spoken drama.

George Fitzmaurice’s direction of

" tnis cotorful love story fs ssid to be

the best of his long career,

The supporting cast of “Lilac Time
includes Gary Cooper, hero of “Beau
Babreur,” “The Legion of the. Con-

) demned” and other big productions;
" Burr McIntosh, George Cooper, Cleve

Moore, Kathryn McGuire., Fugenie

.| Besserer, Emile.Chautard, Jack Ston€é
.{&nd many others. i

NEWS ECHOES
! World events usually find an im-
medfate ccho somewhere in Hollywood
}'Pbe day newspaper headliney re-
ported the Kimg of England, near
death & movie double for the Prince
of wales called hopefully, hat inhand,
at the various studio casting offices.

. | Time” and others.

MOVIETONE. #LCT
HAS REAL MERJT

In a movietone va 1devil]e act of
outstanding -merit trons of the
Kelth-Albee, starting | Monday, ' will
see and hear Dolly § Connelly gnd
Percy Weinrich, two the tal
screen’s finest artists. They will

sent, “Sangalogue”, g song revue| of

rare charm. ‘Connelly and
Me. Weinrich are ular  musical
comedy stars, the latier being a bfu
Uant composer as w! He wrote al}

of the muslc,for an Emng:,l
shows &nd’ other 'hif§ such ss i3
On Your Old. Gray Bbnnett”, “Where

Do We Go From Hemg", “Sweet Cider
k}l of the com-
At n | this 22 act are
Mr Weinrlchs own gumbers and jn-
clud
“L 'l‘old Them A¥ “About You",
#Tellin' the Birds, Hllin' the Bees”,
“They Dldn‘t ¢
Bay”, “When You Weére A Tulip” gnd
others equally as pogjular, - o

BILLY and DMLL

- -.v.wn Vit

a’ IERIEH'I
‘I}.ﬂ."IEF E T$"

WANDT & K10

HEONIZUL D

Sound!




Mhum wnd Talented Girle!
" “Singers, Daneers and |
Comedians in Troupe

!'A!OLS MO\TE LION i
- : WILL BE ON STAGE!

Mher Bm Aumnom Fos!
ter. Fagan snd Cox. |
llﬂdhnr Fipe Bill {

The Keith: Alee Thedtic siarts out;

om tsh mecund week of ils career ¥ilh
& propram of rsadeBi end i

Piciure egtertinment of i
‘eellenre. Lhe veudevilie bl
the {amous Gerbers Galelios.
“werla-lamcus, Hoilysoot ino
“Priicess 1L Ab

[

[LWORGLYND‘TE‘
* Mav Hour”
LYRIC

s dreut
Jie rwies H
Ton pcone tores 1

Monte BLug

s CANTWINY
TATE:
ALL Star_
MON - - WED. S

1—!'0"\1 THE 1-"'le.lL‘-"[LLL STAGE =—

Crwa LATE STAK OF “TME STCEENT v o

'\WALTER McNALLY

TER FANGDS THNN RaSEINE
e b Foha | ofobramad 4o et PR

MR GR.AN‘A-"]LLE ENGLISH

AND STHLL ANGTIER GREAT NEADCINER =

'HELEN | HIGGINS

BILLY ALLAM AND A EISTIRS
FEF — TOUTH — FALENT = BESUTY — AN SO

11

o THE Busk LEague * ¥ PARTNERS
ALACC ALL WEEK, o -
&ngerd who daiie @ S A - *.
5“;;«%3:‘5’” {his Week's ~lmllsc mem‘e
bt b Ar The Citvs Theatres
108 and youll o-u o W - by
;"::o el fo TH-ALBEY Afotd '
X
B e e gy e
gk\mu gxpuu Tre nlm the T .fauu:;;::::
Keith-Albee Presdnls -
r ' Well Balance il
OPENS' | & o ‘ B ;
- Faber- ales, &’ man snd 1
TODAY. oatier and Sging toam olg zﬁa
Ly ~tiractions st the Kelth-Alpée for
wa 25,: the last of thé week, offs
— B saphistimud chatter for
Folion . o o & ed . to

audlences funny ribs, when ichught
t night.  The girl carries Bhe act
wit.ha.llneo!bsbyta&,m” giggles

‘dnd captivating’ curves. Bhé has s
sweet, house-filling voice and was
good for a big hmd -on her t}losing

m
i Helen Higgins & Co., three giru

'and & man, have & nice act,-but re-

Emrkable chiefly! for the collegtion of
ulcritude, encugh in one t to fill

i
ghe entire bill, A red-head, a brunette

MIDGET
FOLLIES ' *

lﬁ—I.ﬂ.I.I.PﬂTI.IHB—H'

I
—AND OTHEE BIG ACTS— |

VAUDEVILL

‘dnd captivating’ curves. Bhé has a
sweet, house-filling voice and waa
good for a big htnd -om her t;loslna

. Eelenmzaim&t:o th.reegixu
'&ld & man, have & nice act, but re-

rkable chiefly' for the collestionr of
tlcritude, endugh in one ti to fill

e entire bill, A red-head, a brunette
#nd a blonde; all good lookers, wear
spme . pretty costumes caloulsted ta

ake ’ein gasp.. The act s & soig

d dance revue, with hizh k_ixckmt

nng mm\hm well staged, is Ie&-
The girls ate supposed to
r;hesrslng a play for tho dw old
goollege glea club,

Walter MoNelily, wmmpanied lt
the plano by.Granvills English, noted
gomposer, sings & few numbers: and

ills Scotch and Irish jokes. A mel-

|8w and powertul tenor, well mpir;a

ity

qnd & blonde; all good Iooketx wear

me . pretty 0

make ’ein gasp. Theact-iar.mng

d dance revue, with h.!sh kicking
ting.

hlrllng mxmhm well staxed, is tea-

1s are su) to be

ot

es,rslng a. play :or f,he dea.r. om
obllege glee club,  ° K

work, was
ed by sn acute attack of laryngitis
fbr which the singer apblogized, His

b notes were: Anot hurt by hoarse-

mg at “x.ﬁugh, Clown, | Laugh,” and
& new songy. "Chfeway of Dreams,”

composed by the p!aniaa; wm high
iig‘nts of the

program,
eKos Brothers open with ucrobat!c
%m, one of the boys on stilts”
incent Rose and Jsck Tayldr with
%: famous '/Hollywood : Montinartre

b orchestra.: is VJuphane vmxde-
2 number.
{“Bhow F‘olks,” é};he feature ;ﬁlctun
is. another storyiof” the loves and
tr?uhlas of the f%lkx back stage, and
in! particu ot hwi Eﬂd!o
iillany graduats !mmshcrt
gure length productl

ctics, Robert
!or l!aimd

th
some -of his cold
; has & good
m‘es,d.iaeoveredin

klﬂh in dialogue.
@ the g‘m, and, ahe
mﬁnl’

F5E SRE
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DE ’i’rGITL L

N m 8 BEN_
TALHING!!

j

ﬁ&nhu'lng & quartette of' acix of
merit  with—Featare, pic

“Allag Jimmy Valenting” with

liam Haines starred.  Sync

with talking scenes.  Movietone Nel

An enitire new bill of Keith caud

!lrﬁ.-tm'mg:-—“ﬁ:_tium pleture, “The Fiy-| News,

etone News and vaudcvﬂle' ac

Val'and Ernle Stanton, The G 1.

ls‘nd. :Fuca Epn:ts :Reﬂew and ‘come
i Pl

, DRPHEUL'I: .Ml Week—"Ahlp
Rose,” adapted from/ Anjp?
chol's world-Tamous stage: sucels
of the same name, part talking. Mag
Sennett - comedy.”  Metro - Goldwy

e gt

. |STATE:. Monday, 'I‘ms:lnjr An,
Wednesday—"The Escape,” t.he h -..:'.-!]
drams wnusial with Wunaﬁ
Select light comedy, “Arab m;h for
News-Weekly. i
Thursday, Friday and Saturday-
st melodrame of the far North
“The ‘Golden Yukon' with an all-sts
edst. . Belect light comedy, “Oh, Bo -
What A Baby!" ‘News Weekly and b
Saturday only a new epdmde in th
.m‘la.'l 'Eagle of the Night,
LI L a
G ATTRACTIONS: KET'T!
A *The Bhopworn Angel” w
mlr Cooper. ' nnd Ha.mr Carrd
OR-FHEM—"anﬂennE' 8
LEI'& per cent falking pleture, | §

Wbdnﬁﬂﬂ-?—m Lewis

present - *No No * Nim:t-be” /
musical  comedy. offering
o | the screen, Jacqueline Logan Hn

Tﬂwmr"nd'rh.a{}u el g
in Calford va. Redskins.” St 1.

TE—"A fiiIn the Dark!
with-an all-star [
pFALACE-Vila , Bgaky in, ° %
« o wt ‘&

ALACE:  Monday, | nsr hd
&

12

on the sereer® "Eare ;Enm" the ﬂap-

per-sensation p!c:tu.re

[Thuraday, Friday nm!' Baturd&sf—

Buster Keaton and Ernest' n‘mﬂq

in "Elbeamboat Bill Jr.". . "
[ T ] -

RI.&LTG Monday dmd. 'I‘u.e:sdaj'——-

Vitaphone acts and comedy, = A Fred Thompson in “Dots. Mike,” Camm-
“Serpentine.” ﬁ. edy and Cartoon; '
| Thursday, Friday ' and’ Salurdaf--| Wﬂdnesda.y—]}nlﬁres nﬂ Rio inf

“Loves of carmen e C-:mledy am:l

Ihu:sds.j'—mton S in Men of
Bteel;” Westein and Comedy. .

Friday and; Saturday: — "Yakima
Canutt in “The Iron Rider;" Hmmm:l
]! Island Serlnl anﬂ C’ﬂmeﬁy |




bee theatre, Monday headlines: Galla
Rini and Sister) Brunswici reoetdinn

artists and . populsr " {avorites
whose ‘voices' have hurd‘
try bothj:

throughout the entire
records over the

on_phonograph

ndio They will be seen and heard,
in person, in “A Musical vemtyln
Two Parts,” first, “The *
and - second, "Melody-nxid" in the
latter of which Galla will at-
tempt to : demonstrate why he is
known as the world’s most versatile
musician. 'This clever team have ap-
peared at all the leading radio broad-
casting atation: Irom t to coast.
Galla Rini's fame is merited for he
plays every known m 1 fnstru

ment. Some of his finest work-js|s

done with his plano accordion.
The wide range of acts Mond:y s

bill marks it as one of uni inter-
ést. Contrasting . vividly with the
act of the Galls Rinis ks that of

“peter the Great, the educated ape int
(“The Ape and One Woman.”  'This
‘ape s one of & very high order of ‘-
telligence and his work so! closely ap-
proaches the actions and thoughts 'of
man that one thinks of and.hu-
‘man beings in the same mst,ahf, He

Boak of Fun,” Heia s refarmed 2

strel—in other words, after mh::
burnt cork characterizations he ha
doffed the blickface and 15 doing his
fun without . makeup, His, pongsd o
un:n p::tm iare deuzhtlul.

ured
Helen Eright. The wt 1% chlled, “l
Cycle of. Tife” and is a Hving Plcturn
offering with wonderful lighting ef
fects. Itunllpresented.in;nev
way with song. ' It is & new eomblnn-
tion of beauty and melody. >~
The festure picture on this

“Ales Jimmy Valniting” witie | wu
lam* Halnep and chy Oan-oll*

‘STREET SCENE’ EASILY
TOPS ALL OTHER SHOWS ,
ON BROADWAY TODAY

Elmer Rxce Weave» Picture of Garbage Cans, lhvel;mg

By GILBERT W. GABB.IEL it

(Universal Service Dnn:sﬁc _Critle) |

:NEW. YORK, Jan, 19.'—. “St‘t*ﬁ
Scene,” Elmer Rice's. new; play in'Mr.
Brady’s playhouse, is by a.ll counts the
most interesting’ dmna in and ot
| New.York todsy. s

I.brought: every prejudice I could
sgsimt my enjoyment . -of “Streef
Scene .There W8S no mstinct I -did
not feel it tramipled. No hope for &;
tomorrow’s . theatre it ‘did notAdAsh
down.. It was a/ huge;rsctary '.for
petty  realisms. sort of - aul
‘togra) ot -
dumbwaiter. melodrama.ﬁes, »a.
chine without lmagina
“|nuity - enough. to all
countiess detalls s the

the glum. mmby, the. mcxet(o! xiv-
: . milk ; ambulanc up

Mach;ne&and Milk Wagons—
: | and It’a Eifechve~

.downpo

*| pletely a8

" A sot
gutter - incidents: d,nd‘ p
me-

ch "~.

| ta in nhorﬂuhd “Stted
Scene” iz! ‘overrun ‘with  thumbnatil
glimpses ‘of city types, creatures. whe
do no more than .walk :across -the
stage, -silent- ori gabb characterls
tically, and who the; " from
the .play as 1mmediute1y ‘and . ¢om-

ey do from your retina in
|The [same - sucdess uttandt

hen - he eaptﬁ all! t!u
tes of the ngpickera. ped-

real life.

anders down.lo;ne pungent
-far ‘orlent-and ‘scribbles

' muzm:r Tittle sound' nto & g;ch~
”i ted.'wore. ot

‘gteatest petito play
“Jan iwlgm nicers, ‘e
+} tresses,” deians qnd\ 1ust :
7] capable as:ghe full grown mi

bers.of the/profession. .

Other getdon t)
Niblg and Spencer 101,000 Miles.
i| Prom Nowhere,” ‘a comedy trav-|
| esty iof the seas; ‘and Moran-and

e Keith:Albes |’
‘t this week a .
g n the praise of ¢
gss and public® Wherever it, ‘has
er) p}syed. Tha,t picture is Ramon
a8, Intest Aiim ac’

No’v

hievement

mﬁle?:* e speak' ST | he, paw
0

pictures ote éecéde.

eV

pé;rb m}n mngm \

13

on. this § aame bm are |+ 1

'} Wiser - with Donm,in' hs | |
and Thrills J‘ 3 '18“8 tbjustwe.

L {TAL thispaln W)
and excitement

" cand is qudegﬁathe aost 1| %

presumably gt dtg
-the final fadeo

Llonel FBsrrymore ho
exert mi the BAING AL

mp o
‘pért of the: ‘detectl
canvas of Honywv




' Aerial lem Head}s

- Keith-Albee Program

“The Flylng Fleet,” on the screen,
is ‘the head attraction at the Keith-
Albee theatie for the end of ‘the week.

M. G. M. and the U. 8, Navy co-
operated” in. & stupenduous way to.
make one of the miost suthentié and
comprehensivé air plctures’ yet filmed..
To George Hill, director, goes the
credit of proé ueing ‘a.tare gem with-
out the aid of continuous plot or too
much, sentimental interest. .

When the whole tountry is air-
minded, this true picture of the f}y-
ing eagles of the na.vy\wm take. like
wildfire,

From Annapolis, the cradlé of the
navy, to S8an Diego, to Pensacola,
back to San Diegp again, and on a
glant plane over the Pacific on &
trip to Honoluly, the story iwends its
way. Scenes of battleships, planes,
training 'schoo!, middies and all the
colorful and thrilling peraphernalia
of the nation's defense give some idea
of the mngnltude ot the navy’s alr
service. :

The aerial ‘photography is wonder~
fully done, and the sound accompani-
ment adds realism. -

The. story has humor, the friend-
ship betWween men and .a ' delightful
love story, with Anita Pageé and Ra-
mon Navarro. It has bravery, sacri-
tice and the elemntal drama of man’s
struggle agalnst the powers of na-
ture.. -

On the vsudeville bill, Niblo and
Spencer, two men snd a gir], open
with a hokum act In two scenes. The
chatter and gags come thick and fast,
and the second scene, a boat in the
middle of the ocean, is efiect.ively
staged.

Moran-Wiser and Donm. present a
skilful hat throwing and sailing act,
letting the audience help. | Some In-
dian club jug‘gnng and the girl.s sing-
ing lent variéty.

Midget Follies, with- a; group of
about 14 of the tiny entertalners,

| stage ‘& minlature vaudeville bill of

their own, including solo and ensem-
ble singing and- dancing, and comedy.

An acrobatic . team, a, burlesque
boxlng mateh, & xylophone solo by
Prince Ludwig, whom everyone will
remember, were put over! big. The
troupe wore«beeutlml costumes, and
the act was well staged. The leader
acts as master of ceremonies, intro-
ducing his’ enm-tainers 'w the audi-

) a1 md;ﬁ;nxe Stanton’ !x;va. talking

DA‘-*'E FE.RQUSO

ack Norworth
Head!lines Bill
At Kelth Albee

‘5plend)d rray of Vaude-
¢ . ville Talent Opens at
Thesdter Monday

MUSICAL COMEDY
SKIT IS INCLUDED

Melodlous, Futuristic ?kit
' Tops P, ogmm for La
Half of Week

Opening at jthe Keith-Albee, Mon-
day, for the half of the week, Is
an: array of oystanding vaudeviile tal-
ent topped by the acts of Jack Nor-
worth and Cqmpany and Dave Fer-
guson, both of| which have been head-
liners on the Kelth Circult for many
56ASONS.

The Nor\erh act 15 bllled as Jack
Norworth and Dorothy Adelphi, the
Broadway comedy :stars in the com-
edy classic “The Nagger” which, in
addition carties with it some nifty
song numbers; Despite the fact that
Mr. Norworth s presenting a com-
edy skit his songs stend out with pro-
nounced cham sbout them. Few
people sing a gong better than he does.
The skit itself| was done st one of the
Lamb's Gambols which in ftself
means it hag unusual merit. After
that it becamje part of the Ziegfeld
Follies. W. O, Fields played the part
Mz, Norworthinow plays. It is a plo-

’ &@ — " MAE MAEK
- Litrie Miss, FIXIT * PALACE

ture of henpetked domesticity.

Mr. Norworth has: just recently re-
turned from the Pacific coast where
he produced and appeared in & num-
ber of musicgl comedies and revues
in San Frandlsco and Los Angeles.
His starring vehicles are too numerous
to mention hére. Ohne of them, “My
Lady Friends'| s the farce from which
“No, No, Nangtte” was made, He was
one of the pidneers in the revue type
of entertalnmpnt and was 80 success-
ful that a theatre was bullt for him in
New York. .
- Dave Fergyson 15! enother act on
this bill tha$| will be ‘welcomed by
local, vaudevi g ‘Jovérs.  Mr. Fergu-

son, an artis the finest type, has
been here twice preylously and both
timbs scored |tremendously with his
audiences. time ha is coming in
“Nelghbors”. [He iz & character com-

legitimate. He be-

leves life is
Cypes of peop

edian equally ps well known in vau-
deville and

s mospic with varig
10 g the patterns.

BE

_“Neighborg’ he [takes a few »ot

t.hem and asspmbles (them in a group
loth comedy and
pathos to hig characters. The lyries

of his own adding. ¥

are pungent |little storles of man’s

“hopes, h and |disappoln
ing work on the
legitimate-stage way with “The Kiss
Girl* and “The Lamely Olnderalhs";

Bome of his

tments.

For teveral-years he was

with ‘William| Colliez one of the best
known stars of the I giumnte stags: -

PA deught.m m
this bill is Teptk

comedy skit on
plca" with half a

dozen clnm-boyr d girls in new
and original ‘music, jversatile dancing,

tumes and rison sats of rare bea

ppiesb zort !nd €o8-

{PowELL , EVELYH BrEN
RFERENCE'JOO&TALK!W



‘NIGHT COURT’ IS -~
I FILM “Il‘JLI!)]E:‘;][!?‘J!Q
Kelth-Albse patrons will see on the
first half of this week's bill at that

“The: mm" *

The of the sketoh'was in &
New York night >n oburt - whare
s patrol wagon of pretty chovus
girls, all in wpre brought on

did
Judge thers in court and wers sc-
quitted. -~ % | :

In the production misds from: this
amusing incident, Heleh Milier, ons of
the best of the younger “bhis” sing-
ers, deltvors “I Aln’t That Kind of »
Baby.” A stariling chorus, fashianied
after’ the chorus in the New York
night club, gives vent to.all its youth-
ful enthusiasm in)a song hit, called
“When Erastus Plays His Old Easoo.?
And Joyrelle Turner, young siar. of
the Pacific const, dinces her own con-
ception of the “Orientsle” to an orig-
inal arrengement by Bert Fiske, |-

Augmenting this cast 1s Wiliam
Demarest, - famous ‘Warner Brothers
comedian, whose Jjousting with. the
Judge in the cowrt scene iz unfor-
getiable : L

DOOE GPEY AT B8 P B
HEOW ﬁ'r.i:r!. AT 1P M

VAUDEVILLE
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HOW I —HOW |—NOW| |

V. KEmmE

'Itl !lmnu:rnmm

| JANE GREEN |
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L — AL

ST —MELODY—ETEPS
‘FOR HO GOOD REABOM!
duce Barke, Balks Jelly —
Lyna Duss — Lydis Heghes —
Billy ABes — Rilile Bemtss
el Uy Ward Slsbern
— AN

OTHEE BIG ACTS
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Lawrente Cray ¢
Y SHADOWS OF THE NiG!
STATE

Joanns Lagirs
e " THE Lﬂl{{! >

KEITH-ALBEF

100% ALL ‘-TALK_]_E:_E
IT'S GOOD SITUFF ..

ED IN BOD . . o AR
A KUK THAT WL

it RSONT OUT OF
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SEE — HEAR
Madlhon Symew Gardies!
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Eokwny Rpdim!
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ERE COT WER MAN! :
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ar wthin. we

PAUL PAGE

LOLA LANE
HENRY B,
WALTHALL

Aeroa] Beemes,— Aetus] Sousds
Actually Phodographed Tu
The Great Melrepolis

HEAR All That You SEE

A BETEPRONY OF THE SEETEING CITY — TS THOU-
EANTS OF VOOTES — ITS BEABATIC UNDERTONES
— FEATURETTES
BTAN CATREL — L. HAEDY
LATOE BT LS

bstviane Woevslik—
WisT THE WISSEE

T
L]

16



HIS LATEST SOUND

O pny

SUCCESS!

THURSDAY
FRIDAY
BSATURDAY

ANOTHER GREAT

ALL-TALKING

SUCCESS!!

MARY BIUAN
RICHARD ARLEN
BACLANOVA
HARRY CGREEN
JACK QOQAKIE

71 Garammnt Clrture
—FEATURETTER
MOVIETONE ACTS FEATURING
JULIA SBANDERSON
FRED ARDATH

ALS HAL HOACH COMEDY
A PAIR OF TrGUTET
MUVIETONE NEWN

BARGAIN HOUR
ITG T P M e e e 25(’;
: #
HALCONY — NIGHTE — — o o 30¢]
*
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LAST DAY

—0ON THE STAGE—

MEXICO'S

CELEBRATED

MOTOR-
CYCLE
COSSACKS

THE FAMOUS MEXICO
CITY MOTORCYCLE
OFFICERS

AND OTHER BIG ACTS

VAUDEVILLE

=AND ON THE SCREEN--

“NED McCOBB'S
DAUGHTER"

—WITH—
IRENE RICH
THEODORE ROBEETS

WITH

'SOUND




A BRILUANT TALKlN(: SINCINC DANleCr )
© FOX MOVIETONE MUSICAL QOMANCE,TH[U/ )
g i SETS A NEW STYLF IN SCREEN ENTERTAINMENT ) F

g w M\\tsw m\ms T\ - ‘ ' )
By the NEWXODK REVIEWERS | | - 3 Joy ‘

OAUNT HALLS m *n

WAHDE P A80U4
£ TOUHE: m.«wa 82111/ ,vr
GG ./AA/!I‘GA (MO 15 DELIGHTRK * |
NN MARTIN - e \»OQL D~
{/AM FOX HAS AWOTHER. “ HIT " TO
CONTENOD WITH e SUNNY SIDE &P
1 il

1A SHAWELL ~ 74¢ GRAPHIC -
CMENTIER MR.ZIEGFELD, MR. WHITE

CARRULL EVER STAGED A/vmvm/c
TE SO FFFECTIVE AND NOVEL. *

FENING JOURNAL= 1] -
£E - r%espgsmﬁ; 1 iy
Y DELIGHTFLLY l ~EL BRFND
| b/m‘ SWEDE S PANIC OF
V"'ms ocke%reowo %

THE HBEAT-
ES; OF
THEM ALL!

OPENS TODAY!

TTALKING THRILL
SENSATION! _

THE BISHOR
URDER CASE

with BASIL RATHBONE. LEILA HYAMS.

ROLAND YOUNG
ALL-TALK!

GEORGE F, MARION

DEATH FOLLOWED
THE BLACK BISHOP!

B. B. Vaa Dize’s besiseller murder mysiery movel oow
comes b0 e Bereen a8 8 EeTErouLy antoriainisg talking
plctare. A series of strangs desths—asch sacomphnisd
by the cminous emblem of the black chess bahop aad a
Meibar JGoose rhyme. Thea Fhils Vases, peoilemas and
datactive, geis to work 1

T ~EXTRA ADDED ATTRAOTION

=% " 5. | [LAUREL & HARDY

o ITAN e CLLIE
Wnrap REL & SR

IN THEIR NEWEST 5005,
— ALL-TALEDND COMEDT mioT

Worenn i
— HIGNT ¢WLdE

Tam Temmien gt e e Bl Seges SRt

'LAST 2 DAYS!
L AI-I-TA.I.E.I:'I'G: |

[ ri.'1|n LT 'l\-I'FHI

— AND TN .I..DDI'I'IDH' -

CHARLIE, CHASE
ALL-TALE GGHEE‘Y

MOVIETONE ACTS KEWS

BARGAIN HDUR — 1 la 2 — 255

BALCONY — NIgEU1 — = = 30
i Excepl Baturday

| ™|
Thiz Thealre Egrippad With

'.'Httr-‘s Elepiric Sound Sprlém
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KEITH~ALBEE

HER MOST :

THRILLING TALKIE! By

-BY ‘il’h‘ll/\l ARRANGEM
with FLORENZ ZIE:

clx('kos - and contagious!

o a moment of sanity from

i ime he cracks his first dizey

h @ntil he fades limply into

lobney-land} Romance becomes
" roars!

— ALSO —
ANDY CLYDE
IN MIS NEWEST
COMEDY RIOT

| UPENS TODAY!!!

ﬁlHIHHIllIHIllIIIIII!IIIIIIIIlII||l|!iIIIIIIII'||||mImluuuumIml|u|1||1||m|||||lmulmmmuu|||umnummm||mmmumuummmmmmummmummunE

LAST DAYI

“"BUANDAL SHEET"™
AN FRAYE :I..:'-n. BRIIE

EXTREA ADDED ATTRACTION
(% THE STAGE

“THE BLUE
; RIDGE
| RAMBLERS"

A RIOT OF HILL-BILLIE
| MUBIC, S0NG. DANCE, FUN

A LR
L Hannat

| Naws  Novaliiss
| e - 25¢

f BaRTGET - NITATA | Dasepi i

THE FUNNIEST
FELLOW ON
STAGE OR
S8CREEN!

To see and hear this
gooly gaycty gives you
the funniest feeling you
ever had! Sce his mar-
veipus new {nventions.
Hear him “kidnap”
Broadway's snappleat
beauty! = #

BARGAIN
HOUR

25¢

1T02F. M,
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OPENS TODAY!
The International '

SENSATION °

““Acclaimed

By Two Contin-
entsas the Supreme
Triumph of @ Great

ARLENE
IETRICH

The Blue Angel

— Wit —

@ GParamount Release Emil J annings

Soul-searching drama!

Youll talk about it, ALL-TALK COMEDY

think about it, long after -

its Iast tense scenes fades BARGAN | 25

from the sercen! 1102 R M [+

COMING SUNDAY~—The Screen's Greatest Lovers Together
JANET GAYNOR — CHAS. FARRELL

The ravishing woman who
captivated Amerles In “Moroe-
€0, now astonishes two con-
tinents with her ‘superb ficty
 formace fn “The Blue Angel”
Marlene Dictrich is superbtt

the sereen. He fs magnificent:!

0TGSO AR AR D OO A0
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|OPENS TODAY!

Greater Than
“The Big House"

OHLY oN IN & DECADE DOES 80CH A AMAEBRIHG DRAMA COME T THE

: HE FABEION RACKED HEART OF A WARDEN & DAUDCHTER AND
0N CRUCIFIED BOUL OF A YOUNG EiLLER - A WARDENW Wilo's
HIBLE W AR

b
3
=

atly

e wer H
WALTER | Feld Over?

HUSTON |“Blue

priLLips Howmes |Ridge
Constance Cummings | Ramblers™

__Mary Doran b
= Al
: A8 L anmet iy iDad" Willlams
H TOMTRG— A TURBAY NIt T MULLEW OO0 G R VANFION NOVILTT FIGOLEE
E TRIATATE GLOTIME FIDDLERS . e MURID--BING—DANOE
£ GOHYERTION Mrira . d5¢

—0m Ty vare
Eald Fime g B
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prlemlr Y 30c
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OPENS TODAY!
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BELASCO wisa:
STAGE
TRIUMPH:
Bargnin
Hoar
17 oM
™
TP M
25¢
Balcany
Nighta
with 0
o Eutbar'n Euprile child, BTUART ERWIN '?"M
L s a Fletl | NORMAN FOBTER s
Lh i * it HARRY GREEN
- [ .; and DIXIE LEE
=
Bhe geta ‘her man'’--but is he
worth the price? He smasbes
Sl i il M i " her llusions, breaks her heart,
wreen sarmer s Ml MOBCMT I drags Der from luxury to the
1o el . g LN AR law’'s clutches, Vet she Joves
ey Wl fu e ey L him --see why! Thrill to the 4 :
 PRER N A ik HALI'H FORBES e new Olara, you've never be. RN
- S et . AUERKEY SMITH i o fore seen! ALBO N 4 YEATURETTES!
Belnicn wlagr e i | -/
am For smedss Toar

b CHE it o (;,r = MACK SENNETT ALL.TALK O0OMEDY
o Wil bl pere % ! Garam Cich “HOLLYWOOD THEMY 8ONG'
e BA' I I EI.OR i a ramount ¢ ire MOVIETONE. NEWS . BPORTLIGHT

b ladblim! Thew avfe m’

vl o I: TH E R SPde on THE sTAGY COMING -SUNDAY ox TH¥ sTAGE
- FEATERETTES = Py
N ﬂm{ \ il = BLUE RIDGE RAMBLERS

10 BRUNSWICK BRECORDERS AND RADIO BROADCASTING HILL-BIlLIES
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TUES!
WED.

KE!Th yNTTT] TOD A
3 squp HOURS OF ENTERTAINMENT!

A l —ON . THE ATAGE— DHH
i} NIXON & BANS
.| 'RKG HEADLINERS
{HARRY SHANNON =
'H;E Refording Orchesira
. DANDE BREVITIES
" AND OTHER lU—TB
flage showi 390, Ldad] N
VODVIL ' cm.mu:u ]
PRICES ' I

ETHEL LIONEL Tf1FW |

BARRYMORE

[p—
. OPENS
E

ROMANCE
ETERNAU :
Thé two stars of
the hogr now elee-
trify the love. ./
story of the cen-
tury!
A LUVE STORY
TO THRILL THE

WORLD!! ALL

" AMERICAN
. cuunzvu

| FLORENCE
. STEVENS

: Yo 5

"Il BROADWAY BILLIE -
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Matinee ||
Al Beah |

Bl MY s

EACH SHOW GETS BETTER!|

(N THE S3TAGE!

THE (OLLEGIATE MUBICAL REVUR

“MY CAROLINA”

WITH A CAST OF

30 ARTISTS

STT, Broadwar's Towng i
sOME, Adazie

5.
TEME msvs? The Demes Arisiecrai—$ERC
EEGIANS, 10 Pleco

¥ THE SOREEN

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN
STRANGERS MARRY?

‘%ﬁ motlan-packed romancs in the Java
% ... 2s Bale desthes snd love
f’m Msm tawe mam and 3 woman!

JACK HOLT

| P

. “When Stesngers Marry”
BAL. 25c—LOWER 35 “i~
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. . . On Stage At Keith-Albee

RovigwW oo o Page ¥
Bkl
F!a- L HLMGEE

Tty Vallee, whe iaeilled 50 hopeful young Hestington
realism students when ke weltomed them fo New
ork Ciiy in 1B late 19335, came Lo Huabingten yester-
day and gea 3 refam me. Hils came frem awdimons
in the Keth Albeq thealer, where ba headlined stage
shows, matiree aad 3 N

Thst stodents Bag recelved their welcome 50 New York
in thw Pessdylvaals Grill. .

In fhe “Ms. when Frof. Pape Pit! condeied azngal
Lours b Ngw Wark jpeasored by L departmest of jour-
i B headed, Mady Yalles was playing e Pranil-
vamia Lrddl, Wien the Macshall students enfered the
rullur.-htu ‘::munlmm the
ard of Mlarshall,” 1! wuj U collage fight soag.

Thoae were the days, my friesds, when kit Bame Wi
presoesced  Val-lay™ med nod “Valley™ as 18 ls mow,

Sunday Vallee peinrmesd twice as 5tar of & sage dow
remmmemarating the dayi when tep Might vaudeville
[ at the Belih thealer here 30 yoars aga,

rapid patter of poloes — Uhe type he relerred do an
“eaucy” — mekded wilh ruedleyd fram Broaduay shives
Lerough (ke years — indicated Bis shownas's meimey is
poing streng AL Age af M6 -

Sunday Long Day For

{From BDY, Poge 1)
boaked priecipally in dener theaters. e likes tee ine
eimale abmospkare, whick be fesls fios the maerial

“Yau bave 16 Toel laf 1he crowd, e see whil 1ype, what
mod thew are in,” he said in the 2004 low-pliched lones
that made hifm fashout mare Thas 50 years ags.

The voice Bas losi some of (s smeoth silkeess, bul
“What the bell, [ do well b3 keep (2

Senday wap a long day for ihe vederan singer bevause
traved agents snfamaliar with geography had roabed him
wm&m 8., infliad al CRarieution, W.¥a
1o pet
The errer. aller perfosening Satesday in San Frao-

e never stopped. nor gven ilowed. The Lalk and ihe
songy flowed.

Later when asked [or his formulas 1o “kesp going”
physically and senlally, Be said ~[ was just born with
ihat kimd of maed 1o remember, Asd | keep iz, bal 5ot on
purpass. [ play tensis. docbles of course. every weel-
and ™

As by keepitg in lbe theeater ha'd preler to stay
Beene with his wite of 20 years, reed. Lake care of s dog
and read same mane. Cerlainly be'd seves cake s iravel,
after yeard af eriss-crossing doing shows. &
“lener,” e =y be doet nol experience the loseliness
and boredomn many enleraners Soel, fhisg fram one
plaee 1o the ather fo acorpt beckings, with the long wadis
i hotely asd Areisiag rosme

He séwats, himaver, 10 inking bis puodie m Enfps wilh
him fer company tor e

From kere e beads mphis W fay o coun
el o& be Mismi and Faet Lawderdale |ul‘l_‘[£

dorsitium
“Thut he would prefer ts sbay Bame 10 enjoy the house in
l{ﬂliﬂwlbﬂ!mwlh eatire arey with “a

i
I b Bl biks way B b enimrLaiament Tield be wkd be
[See SUMDAY, Page 3

Veteran Entertainer

-
cisea, mﬁwﬂuulmwmnﬂ;l! W am
“Jist pe | made i be sammented dryly

Taw smoech. almost unlined face showed no sign of
wpariness.

Amd e seeied anaware of Be bechnicar-made osn-
lusion back-stape 3% he set wp for his shaw, laading e
sevies and phata slides, walking tteoegh a mare of wires
while other performers. tharmped, inctled and Abremened
g Lrareila iR pusede-Sehearmal

“Thank God for all thase wiees,” Se sdmified. "I
Bvcies oo plotalodl Bt it Bty oo relax soee when 1 sing.
In the 2ld daye when we did net Bave this sphendid

s we b 16 praject mane

Miss Belzeger I8 retiped fine arts editor for The Her-

RS

New Vaudeville Hails
Keith-Albee ‘Birthday’

B R e anet
Fou v never po back. sel really.
nd even b your ows mnd, 56 ke old
i
_;:_‘ﬂll-! ity oparing 30 years
s = May 3, 1908 — Lhe Keith Altes
Theulre made & pocd Iry yeiberday
e bring it alll bk s the aldnlevs aned
shoos Ehe younguices haw ILwas thes,
The shew was gocd, bul tha affort
0 recapiore saly foimed op 1he ol
Srath Lhat Sings really can'l be Be
sirme. ol B you remembeewd 6 dil-
ferently, iL could Be thal rven oo
ssemeey plavs ks
A tanhaf slage show &3 rrqeg
tare vasbeville = Lhe road vagdeville
wan mever ibis good = peeceded 3
Charlle Chaplin mrvie. ~The Gald

The esderile” budised by
lwf Rudy Wi priacigally
emepary, The Specriom - !

VAUDEVILLE &f 1938 ia very &f-
Pereat, far mowe amplified, man
Wi Lk Keil wan riding Bigh in o

'hl'{hlln.
e Sparrlows, & eampany af
FONEE MREers and dipcei Wik 3

pood hackep of Drase drems aed

Bally, toftles and a3 amsortment of
m iz Ehe air, caiching it

et éver Sreskng
Barked baek 1o e old veedeville.
The dhoow was 3 shae baag fer bo-
day's andence. bt aliractive young
peaple LnpIng dnd darsiag = partbe:

Ut == 41 Niffoes = mated Lype of sleg-
g - i

2 E
THE SPURRALOWS took thelr

ratgn drem “pop™ af the kypase day
Inroegh sami-classic, fock hed coes-
15y 8hd paded on & i of dbe padr
£t

Srow wtar Hudy Valles cama on,
siegmg o ard
peeEalng thars ghlghied ihe
show mach Lk 3 lectere bor at 2

CollEC cylor e s

lbe By mary of Bis ok Frvesites
meullyig medley lorm, socompimicd
by pithges of dewt faie Pam ke
Wu.m — ke farad Vle eag
“Whillgcel  The Makee Sisn

. We Vg ax bis bant remisiscing oa

A B gdueny stage, and deirg Fud
by oy Gesage White's Scandsls
and Eard Carroll’s Vasities

#
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{Rightl The lnddey of the Kerih-Allee Thealre in dosndonm

Huntingten glows with beauty and history. (Toph An example of
the inirivale delail aff reletmated architect Thomas Lowb, wha
devigaed the Kesth-Albee an vl ax sowne of the mast ofalend
theaters in Eurogs and Mol and South Amertcas. (Above) The
Keath-A s A whines b drnicesn Huniington when
the Marshall Artists Smies spansoss a performance

38 HOAALUTU MM 1000
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THE
KEITH-ALBEE

West Virginia's opulent show palace

ot all 'who have

passed through the

donrs of the Keith-

Albee Theatre over

thie past G vears have

come tosee the inter-

nanonalby Fumous en-

tertainers who have graced its stage or

the couniless motion piciunes that hae
played it soreens

Some hive come o the Keith-Albee
amply o get a glimpse inside Wesi
Virginia's masicrpicce
theater.

“We get pr-uplr whio
just come i off the
streets ardl wien o ok
around,” explained
Mary L. Calhoun, an
employee of the thea-
ter, “They sy they've
never seen anvihing
Fike "

Basilt ot m time when
mavie theaters were
Eruly piciure [.l.l'lul. oA,
the Reith-Alber is the
Lirgesl, most ornale,
mast unusual theater in West ".'-rgmi.q

Indeed, there isnothing like it within
150 miles of Huntimgton.

The Tri-Stane landmark is the crea-
tion of celebrated architect Thomas
Lamh, whu:lHiHnrd soane of the mosi
opulent theaters in Evurope and North
and South Americas

Huntingron theaer owner AJB. Hy-
man had heard abowt Lamb when he
glecided o huild I[||.|1'|||:|g1m| oW
shaowplace for vandeville and movies in
the 19208, According to Hyman's grand-
son, Derck. he raised $2500000 then

wiole Lamby to ask i he would design
the theater,

“Lamb wrote back and sid he would
design the theater,” oxplained ihe
younger Hyman, president of the
Cireaier | [llnlirlglnll Theater Co HROTA-
tion, which owns and operates the
theater, “He sabd, 'l start sending you
the plans; beginning with the base-
mend You begin building and 'l send
voni the I:-|JI:I.‘\.- anl el them done.”
“Apparently they had spent the quarter
of wmiliton by the time
rhl':i ot outof the hase-
ment. I ended up cost-
i|:||; them a few million
dollirs,” he sabd,

More than 550 ons
of stieel and rwo million
bricks were wsed in the
construction of ithe
theater, which ook 14
riacknils I-|:|u1r|1|'r'|r|:r At
its center wos o 2800-
sl main auddioriwm
with ul.peri::-r.um.m:i-:t.
a fully rigged stage and
Four floors of adjacent
dressing rooms, cach named for barge
American cities. Trap doom an the
sage enabled animals, performers and
equipment 1o rise o the stage or sink
into a hirge room below

The auditorinm’s rounded ceiling,
three Mosarsalsne the s, wn]:l:l'il:llrl:l
Bl vo make it appear as ifthe roofhad
been removed to reveal the sky. Small
lights in the ceiling gave the impres
s of stars when lin A series of St
lights, known as cloud nachines, cre-
aied the Dlsion of chowds |'|n.'|||1|“
mcross the sky, A gold; blue and red fr

By Michael A. Friel
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cade, extending from the sage and
around three of the awditorium,
was created using an elaborate mix of
eolumns, planters; building fronis and
sculptures, all adormed with maroan

A merzanine under the balcony ex-
tends the length of the 'buildlr‘. It

overiooks uhr th

with its ummm

with three huge stained ghur_hmdr-
liers. The entire theater was decorated
in the highly ormamental rococo stle
popular in the 1920s,

'I'he Keith-Albee nook its mame from

vatrdeville cirendnal the tme.
"Thrrnmm'ullm:mr went
to those who ran the clrouit and told
them hewas building this theater, " said
Derek Hymun, “Theysaid, " Ilvon name
’Ijiu alier our Trit we mﬂm-h sure
that you get the top acts in town,"™

Tronically, with the release of the first
talking pacture, “The Jarr Singer,” in
1927, vaudevilke quickly faded into
history, The form of en-
tertaimment wiks all bin descd within a
vear after the Keith-Albee was con-
structed.

However, in its 62 years the theater
~atill b eranagged o atract many of the
top names in show business. The listsof
thase: o e performed at the Keithe
Albee reads like a who's who of the
entertainment workl: L Stern, Bette
Davis, Myma Loy, Harry Belefonte,
Doris By, Johnny Mathis, Duke Elling-
ton, Hesiry Foridit and Liovd Nolan, to
narmne a fiw,

Thanks to the Marshall Artists Series,
which for the past 54 years has staged
imany of it evienis an the Keith-Alhee,
thie st continues to grow, “We're il
iring the Keith-Albee moee this year
than we ever have,” said Celeste Win-
ters Munley, director of the Artists
Serics.

Becase of its v system and large
stagre and dressng areq, the Reith-Al-
bee is the only. theater in the I:IF'D"
that cun accommodate many of the
shivws spomsored by the Series.

“The theater is very imporsat e the
Artins: Series,” Winters Nunley said.
W wouldn't be abbe to bring many of
the luge dance companies and Broad-
vy shows 1o Huntington if it weren't
for the Keith-Albee.”

The Keith-Albee is not much differ-
cnt today than itwas when consaructed
in 1928, In the mid-1970s the lower
section of the main theater was divided
ity ome G kseat theater and mwo 2325
seaters. A fourih theater wis added

behind the concession stind, Like mist
£2 year olds, the Keith-Albee is not in
the shape it once was, although there
are no plans for s retirement. A 1989
mua{mmmwmwﬂlruwwu-
in good shape. However, the
m:rmdm“lﬁnrﬁm
and mare things need o
Mhnl-qummelsim\nfwﬁn
b deame — chrmims to be fisced, electrical

In lﬁ hl-lgmm the Hyman
family remodeled parts of the theater,
some focal residents, alarmed at how
the theaterwas being c | Formed
a group callecd "Save the Rtl-tbﬂht.‘
which atfempted to mise money 1o
purchise und resiore the theater, =Tt
didn’t go 100 far,” Hyman sid.

'l lowe tn have somebsody bay it
and renovate it to its old ghory,” said
Derek Hyman,  “But | cannot do it
myself, T mean it would cost millions of
daollars.” ;

1 think it would be difficult for my
father and uncle o sell the theater,” he
said. "It was their fathier who built i
For me, | don't think so. T swoubd just

e to have it renosated and peturned

1o its beautiful self. | would also like to
et ou from under in m the ooe who
Tias 1o cleal with the problems as they
crop up. I'd like to go down the street
and buikd a new theater.”

The Keith-Albes's stater theater, The
Ohies, in Columbag, was returmed ot
m'lf(unl.mm in 1984 after undergeng

9 million restoration project. Like
thee Reith-Albee, The Oliowas
Thamas Lamb and constructed in
1928, 1is miin anditoriem seats about
LK wrore than the Keith-Albee.
The C¥hio was in continous wse until
1968 when the decaving theater faced
th.ﬂng: aned, worse vel, the dangers of a
wrecking ball.

Citrzens and commumnity lesders, con-
cermed aboul preserving the ans, be
gana huge cempaign tosive The Ohico.
The Columbus Association for the
Performing Arts, formed, in part, to
mve The CHsio, st out to buy and
resore the theater with a grant from
the Maticnal Endowment for the Aris
and an outpouring of corporace gifts
and private domations,

Thee first phase of the restoration in.
volved redoing the uﬂin_& iring
the ormite plaster pillars mﬂmﬁ-
tive trim, and cleaning and painting
the walls. It cost roximately 53
million. In 1978 The Theater was
nummsisd the edficial theater for the sae
of Ohio. That same year the second

ol the restoration project wis:
%mﬁwmm
oday The Ohio is the busbest
ﬁmhgmmmrhdmnqunﬂ)ﬂuh
It hests an wemge of fve perform-
ances each weekend, “The Ohio The-
arre i booked on weekends for the
next five yeass,” said Ros Stolt, vice
of the Columbus association.
t anly hove we restored the huild-
ingg, burwe have made it live and breath
IpﬂnThl.*'ﬂghummuldllﬂngruc

hﬁﬁumuﬂhﬂhﬂnﬂ:

Erith-Albee a5 woll. And, while the
Hymans have sald thiey have no plans o
close the theater, many in the commu-
nity are concermed aboa

the theater's and ensuring the
fumre ul'lug:?rfnﬁnlrg mmg;cnu
in Humington, which can anly be ac-
commodated by the Keith-Albee The-
atre, Said Winters Nunbey, “1 hope it
docsn't tike something drastic tomake
people realize how valuable the Keith-
Albee is to Huntington.”

Michaei A, Frinl iy sipeiginge aditor of the
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The Keith-Albee has always been an important part of my
life. Growing up, itwas a place [ could go wo getaway from the
reality of day-to-day life and become part of an exciting

adventure or dramatic story, On that trremendous silver screen
was the world, and all the possibilities and dreams it had o
offer. | was entertained, intrigued, scared, and moved by what
1 saw. And more often than not, | was edocated. When it was
all over, there was always that feeling of indestructibility, Twas
ready o meet the world head-on.

Some of my first memories of the Keith-Albee were family
outings when my parents would take all eight of us to see such
mowvie classics as The Sownd of Music and Foues, Miwe, and Chrs,
starring Lucille Ball. [ loved the way we took up so much space,
10 seats in all. Afterward, we would go to Browghton's for ice
cream. [twas o special tme for the Fatraleh clan — one of the
few mmes we would all get rogether.

In junior high, my best friends — Mike, John, Tommy —
and I would ger wogether on Saturdays and grab a bus to see

A Photo Essay by David E. Fattalch

40 M WINTER 1295
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Decorted in the woooen reival style of the 19205, the Keith-Albee is the longest, most orninte, most srenaial theaafer fn West Vinginta.
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[Absrie & Ryphtl An exampde of the
eetnicae dedmil of celetorated archileet
Thowmas Lawmb, who nlnq'i‘.!w\nf the
Keith-Allwe ard some of the mast
opudent theaiers in the world

a2 (L] WINTEHR 1993

{Tapah Thor mncsin camelidoranm, tokich seated 2, 800 preople ndorn firsd coniructed, ke swpersor
anconasdion, a fully ngped stage. ard four foors of edimeend dressinge roome. When the e
lighis are turned on, the true doauly of the &5-year-old  theater comes fo life
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such cultclossios s Winlbimg Tall, Crodzille
o, Gltiaraly, Formmes Bowd 0607, and all {and
1 don mean all) of the Flanee of the Apes
mavies, '

On our way out of the thestre, we
woutld check the marquee o see what
“R" rated movies were coming to town.
We would always dévise some sort of
plan o get into one of "rhose™ movies,
which we were forbidden by law to see
uniil we turned 17, Ohur “big plan™ to get
o one of the racy movies was less than
Ingentons. It tvolved ciga-
rettes fram our mouthes, I up to
the ticker boath, andsomehow convine-
ing the mansger that we were ild enough
to get in. But, imvariably, the “hig plan®
was a "hig Aop." Oh, well, back to Plamer
af the Aper

Sitting chose to the acreen was i big
thing o di in those days. The best pan
ahout it was getting the full effectofacar
chase, an exploding bomb and, of course,
the kissing scencs.

Tuslay, 1 would prululir go hilind
and deaf if | warched a maovie from the
froent powe, But when youare a
mmhmdluudthr:: puwued,m
volime sction.

Speaking of kissing, have you ever
nogiced that the couples sning in the
hack row acr like nobody can see them?
Come on, Like we don’t know what
they're going to do when the lghts go
aut. Bay, are they going to mis o grest
car chase scene. Bur, then-again, maybe
they don't care.

Back then, as T proudly held my post
on the front row warching Clint
Eastwood blast his way out of danger, »

kernel would often land onmy
head. | would quickly nem around rosee
where the sniper was hiding, but unfor-
rusately all eyes would be fixed on the
screen. | woukd tum back sroand only to
have apother kernel strike me, and soon
thereafter, a popeormn war would com-
mence. The bande wouldn’c last Jong
becase, after all, you haid an entire movie
o munch through.

In high school, the movies were 2 safe
andd conservative place 1o take s dae —
as bong asit wasn"toneof those =R raved
movies. Comersation was light, et all
the entertainment you needed was right
i fromtofyou. Phos, thees was the bonus
of hoving the seats 50 close together. .

My girlfricad and fumure wife would

go o the movies with me neardy every
weekend, We had a grear system: She
wotald o o the movies | wanted to see
and, in return, | would endure her n-
mantic epics. This included siing
through the bggest tear jerker of all
timr — Love Srory. Remember the fa-
mous line from that movie? “Love is
never having tosay you'resormy.” Inever
quite undersiood exactly whar that
mseant, but it alwayscame in handy when
1 wanted 1o impress a young lady with

But of all of the times [ entered the
Keith-Albes, | had never really stopped
o fook around and see s beauty. To-
dity, [ s a theater within a theater, with
stories of history and besuty unfolding
before me on the walls thar frame the
ronninn. I July, Twent back to the Keith-
Albee and captiired an film what many
mmovie-goers probahly have never seen, [
turned on the lights, brought in even
more lights, end photographed what
wis unbgue to me.

As created by celebrated architeet
Thomas Lamhb, the Keith-Albes is the

most unnsal, and moss ormate
theater in West Virginia, It is accented
with stained-glass chandeliers, intricaze
architecture, and mysterious passage-
ways, There ate even numors of ghosts,

If you ook at the rounded ceiling,
which was painted blue w give the ap-
pearance that the roof had been re-
mowed from the alding, you see small
stars. In the baleony, there is o Spanish
village and three doves sitatop ane of its
many roofiogs.

Drownsrirs, in the main theater, there
is 2 stunning stined-glass ceiling light,
andl ifyou leok hard epough, vou might
even see litthe angels with fruit baskes
on their heads. T won't tell vou where
they are, You'll have o find them.

Today, when [ ake my wife and three
children to the movies, | am not only
reminded of on earlier vime in my life,
bt am aware of the beaury that sur-
roundsme, The Keith-Albee will always
bee @ part of my past and, when 1 look
across the aishe ax my children, 1 know it
will be a part of my fuoture 25 well,

m
awid E. Fattaleh is Fhoto Editer of the
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Screens

Huntington’s

VClL

Si

A look back at a time forgotten when picture
show houses thrived throughout the region.

Since the early years of this century, Hunrington's
downiown movie thesters have been showceases for the lat-
est entertainment from Hollywood, From the opalent
Keith-Albee to cory neighborhood theaters, the
Huntington area has had some 40 movie hoases in opera-
tiom since the fira mckelodeon opened an Fourth Avenue
in 1905,

Ihe three remaining downtown theaters: The Keith-
Albee, Camelot and Cinema along Fourth Avenue, onee
refierred to as “theiter row,” are city landmarks

The Cinema, previously numed the Orpheum, 15 the
aity’s oldest thester = it has continpously been i operation
since March 1916, when the aillent movie *Peggy” wis the
The theater then hoasted a 10,000

musical imstrument that “combined symphonie orchestra

premicre showing

and cathedral organ sounds™ to
acvompany the rwo-rechers. During
the Cinerma 1995 renovation from

] HO SUMMER

By Joseph Platania

s single screen ro a multiple-screen theater, a
Lawie/Orpheum coupon book offering five-cent admissions
was discoversd — at one nme a separate thearer called the
Lyric was also located on Fourth Avenue near Eighth
Street. |

The price of sdmizssion ineressed from 15 to 30 cents
when motion phorures with sound were intmoduced. & =100
percent talking pacture™ palicy began at the Orpheum in
November 1928. Several weeks later, the Keith-Alhee,
which had opened down the street in May 1928, was
equipped for “ralkies”

['hat theater closed aroand 1925,

Andther downtown thester, the Stramd, resisted the new
technology. A January 13, 1929 advertisement for the
Strand read: “Realizing thar sound and wlking pictures are
not being secepted generally by the péople of Huntingron
an iwing AnNEiouns (o p|-|'n:- aur
parrons, sound and talking picrures
have been discontinued.” Instead,
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(Frown byfth Pn PRFG, o shating ok o bernsformd it the Lyeie morde thoarer. The Stire, wobich
aperiedd in 1924, pirometes iy chowing of TThe Hunchivek of Nodee Diame. ™ The shudent interior of
The Kedth-Alwe. The Keathe-ARer affers “The Gerend Kovam — Moo of Mysterten, ™ The Tipron
henldy . grransil ofeeraing af “Hlwe Skees™ starring Bing Crosds, Joan Caulfield and Fred Estaier

the theater restared 13 orchestra with “real Hve artisia”

Before there were movie thearers, many cities and
towns across Americs had an opera house,. Hunongrons
first opera howse, The Harvey Opera House, was builr in
the early 18705 an the northwest comer of Third Avenue
and 10vh Streer, stares George 5, Wallace in his Calell
Cammiy Amnaly and Families, Wallace
adids that inside the opera house,
lighting was supplied by oil lamps
anmel wax all on one level with some
seats raised 10 the back a3 2 “peanut
gallery.” ‘The builifing was destroved
by fire in 1879,

It was nof until six vears later that
the city’s next show place was bualt by
a Virginia pharmacist named Ben T
Davis. Doavis armived in Huntington
fram Virginia by way of stagecoach
and train in 1871, the vear of the
citys founding, writes Wallace, He
states that Davis bought o Jor on the
soithesse cormer of Eighth Street and
Third Avenue (now the home of
Bazaar Home Fashions) and erected
the Bravis Oypera House, adding that
the pharmaczet had his drog store on

The Erith-Atbee Theater prevenin “foan
!y Regmwat Fin0 = Mendana Maobn, =

following vears, the Huntingrvon Theater changed hands
several times before it was eventually ponchased in 1915 by
brothers Abe and Sol Hyman.

With the release of the first full-length motion meture,
*The Traim Robbery," o western, in '3, a new age began,
Many of the new movie thesters that sprang up were called
“pickelodenns” because the price of
admission o see the new two-reel
stlent films was o nickel.

Abe “AB." Hyman and b broth-
er, Sol, were Huntingron's first the-
Born in
Haltimaore, Md,, they later moved with
their parents to Pocahontas, Va.,
where their father was o merchant,
Following their farthers death, Abe,
then o young man, became head of
the family of nine. According o
Derek Hyman, Abe’s grandson and
president of the Grester Huntington
Theaver Corporation, the fmily sold
samne property o @ coal comgany anid

ater |.'|1lr|.'pr4.'l'||:u { 9

headed west by train, When they
reached Humtingmon, they decided w
settle in the young cine

DPrerek Hyman says that in 1907,

the ground Aoor.
A local historian writes: “In 1884, Huntingron was 13
wears old and a bosoming ‘metropaolis® of 4,000 people.”
The Davis Opera Houwse, completed in 1885 ara ooy of
$315,000, seared 800, In 1892, the building was remesleled
and the name changed o the Hontingron Theater. The
remmodeled theater was 6 feet by 160 feet with a stage tha
was 40 feet by 60 feet. [r seated 134K people. Darring the

Abe and Sol went into the tavern
business. By 1908 the two owned the Palace Saloon ar 128
Oth Sereet. Dierek sdids that the Hyman brothers gnit in a
nickelodeon in the saloon o show the new two-reelers,
and this launched their career in the theater busingss
Later, they also went into real estate development and had
a eoal amld mlbing company.

Willsce writes: thar Huntingrons first “movie theater”

HI SOMMENR 12946 k|
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“Looking back at most o

" this century, the Huntington

(b)) The State Theater al 1S Ath Avense offirs miediewies shows for JOC, 130
annd 25¢, . thise weer the days. The shamstng fov the day i "Ridding o Fame™ warring
Cenrrgr Fraooetd, (Lt} A Flywurn, ko with iy feobher Sol, i cvevdited wonth momag:
g ey of Pantimgton s hiddorde shoe plaees including the Palizee Sl
Huntington Theater, Hipswlroone, Lyric, Dixie, Cvphowm, Kesth-Albee and Tifdon
ey ofhers, Toaliry, Ades gramdion Derek Flyman cmfinuey bhe fomly bruoibion
mumming the Cormmder Hinteogton Theater Canfrovativn wliok smenmges the Keith.A e
Cimemvg arnad Comeld theaters i dowmabotes Flundingtog,

was called the Dreamland, and it opened mn 1905 in a
building on the southwest comer of Fowrth Avense and
Ninth Street. The sve later became the Farr Hotel amd
then the Geovernor Cabell Flotel, Ar abone this same time,
a second movie theater, the Wonderland, opened on Third
Avenue, xays Wallace, sdding thar these rwo theaters were
soon followed by “small houses™ such as White City on
Minth Street, Fairyland on Third Avenue between Eighth
and Ninth Sereers and, in 1908, the Gem in the W0 block
of Third Avenue. Names of other early movie houses
include the Vanlom in 1906, Penny Arcade, Grand and
the Lyceutn in Guyandome, The 1907 cty directury lists a
total of six thearers in own,

In 1910, an obd skating rink in the 800 bock of Fourth
Avernse was purchased amd converted ingo a movie theater
namexd the Lyric
Local resident Tony Rutherioed, a movie memorabilia

1

AUMMER 1990

collector, recalls that the Lyric openeid December 24, 1910
anid billed itself as “the first thedter to open south of Third
Avenie,”

Walkace staves thar several yeans later, rhe Lymic was pur
chazed by the Hyman brodhers anld rémodeled. The the-
ater was o suctessiul venture for the Hymans and, later,
they opened the Dixie Theater, almost directly acras
Fourth Avenoe from the Lyrie.

The Elk, which opened in 1901 in the 1060 Bock af
Fourth Avenue, "across from the Elk Temple™ according 1o
an advertisement, was another early theater. Rutherford
adils that the Flk, later the Sans Souct, sdvermsed iseli as
*the most fireproof theater-in the city, with 10 exits.”

The It, which opened in 1910 on Thisd Avenue nesr
Hieh Streer, was the first neighborhood thester omside of
Guyandotte, An advertisenent for the It bosstod thae the
theater “wos thoroughly disinfected on o daily basis”™ The
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It Exter became the Park, which was in business for many
years.

Oither sarly downtown theaters (nickelodeons) were the
Royal, which opened in 1911, and the Placade, which

opened on the north side of Fourth Avenue nesr | Ith
Swreerin 1913,

Arosnd 190%, 3 theater namned the Hippodrome opened
an Third Averue near 1 ith Street. Both the Placade amd
the Hippodrome were vaudeville houses. The
Hippodrome later was the site of the Stare Theater,

The Strand was another saudeville theater. Rutherford
states that the Strand was located in the 800 hlock of
Fourth Avenue, and it later bocame the Rosy Theaer. The
Serand i nodable for it decision in January 1929 to dis-
continue showing moton pletures with sound. Seversl
manths laréer, the Strand went our of business.

In March 1916, the Orpheam, now the Cinema,
apened mn the 100 block of Fourth Avenue. Other popu-
lar venues, for twosrechers were the Colonial Theater ar
W14 4ch Avenue and the Vietor st 1900 Sth Avenue.

The following vear, the People’s Theater opened in
Guvandotte,

During its career as o vaudeville theoarer, the
Hippodoome was acquired by the Hyman brothers who
later purchased the Chrpheum. The 1918 ety directory
lists specifically the Huntington Theater and the New
Hipp, formerly the Hippodrome, as vandeville theaters,

The carly 19205 saw the opening of new neighborhood
theaters such as the lola on 14th Streec West, the
Margarct at 2(vh Swreet and Eighth Avenuoe, the Meces in
Guyandotee and Peoples in Ceredo.

In 1924, the Shriver opened in Guyandome and the
State opened ar 1048 $th Avenve downpown, During this
pertod, vaudeville shows continued 1o entertain audiences
at the Huntingtom, [r, Orphewm and Grand.

Wallace states thar on November 15, 1926, the newly-
built Palace Theater, now the Camelor, began ogeration
with counbination stage and screen shows. Bae the release
of the first mlking picoure, *The Jazz Singer,” in 1927,
spelled the end of vasdeville and silent movies,

In May 1928, the heith-Alhee, one of the nation's
largest motion picture theaters outside of New York City,
opened with Abe Hyman as president. Wallace reporns
that the new Keith-Albee was an air-conditioned theater
with a seating capacity of 3,000, divided wich 1,800 on the
bower fosor, 1000 in the baloony and 200 loge sexs

Basily Jurihg an age when movie theaters were more like
movie palaces, the Keith-Albee was, and still is; West
Virginiak largest and most ormate theater, In fact, there is
nothing like it within E50 miles of Huntinguon,

The “Keith” is the creation of celebrated archirect
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Theamas Lamb, who designed some of
the most opulent theaters in Europe
and in North and South America.

When Abe Hyman decided to
il a new showplace for vaudeville
and movies i dewntown Hluntington
in the 1920k, he wrote Lamb asking if
T wstalel desiggn the theater.

Derek Hyman explained that
Lamb agreed o design the theater
heginning with the basement and
working up. By the time they had
completed the hasement, the inirial
£250,000 thar they raised had been
exhausted, said Hyman, adding that
it endesd up costing them o few mil-
lion more.”

Becords show thar more than 3510
tons of steel and two million bricks
were wsed in the Keith-Albees con-
struction, which wok 14 months 1o
complete,

At its cenrer was 4 3,000-5cat main
avditorium with superh scoustics, 2
fully rigged stage, and four floars of
adjacent dressing rooms. Trapdoors
on the stage enabled animals, per-
formers and equipanent to rise to the
g o be lowerad into u large room.
below,

The avditorium’s rounded ceiling,
three floors ahove the stage, was
painted bive o make ir appear as if
the mof had been removed o reveal
‘the open sky. Small lights i the ceil-
ing gave the impression of wwinkling
sturs in the night sky.

A merzanine under the balcony
extends the lengrh of the building. Tt
overlooks the three-story main lobly
with its semi-circular ceiling, accented
with three huge smined plass chande-
liers. The entire thester was decorat-
ed in the highly-ornamental mcoco
stvle papular in the 2k

The Keith-Albee 100k its name
from the poislar vandeville cirouit of
the ume. Ironically, the relexse of the
first talking picture sounded the death
knell for vaudeville, The once popalar
form of entertainment was all but
dead within several years of the
Keith-Albee’s operning,

During the Grear Depression,

many Américans tried to escape, if
only briefly, hard sconomiv dimes by
going o the movies.

In the 30s; there were a dozen
movie theaters in the Huntingron
area from the Dixie in Gayamndotte to
the People’s in Ceredo and the Strund
in Kenova,

Along “theater row” (Fourth
Avenue between Eighth and 11th
Streets), there were five theaters:

the Rialeo ar 1023 3rd Avenue.
Tony Rutherford states that the
Margaret, on Eighth Avenuve at 20th

- Street, advertised that it wss the only

theater open during the 1937 flood.
“If you want to see 8 movie, coine o
the Margaret,” said its e,

In 1938, the Abbott was built on
14th Street West near Washingron
Avenue. Originally baikt for low-Insd-
ger films, it was later transformed
intn a performance-type theater with
# lorge stape. '

For years, the Abbon was home w
Apcording to Lorena P Shank, presi-
dent of the revived board of
Community Players, the Abbout was
nained for P E. Abbott whe for many

-years owned and operated 2 picture.

business in the west end.

~ Around 1940, the Beverly, o popu-
lar $00-sear theater, opened at the
intersection of Washington Boulevard
anil Norway Avenue.

The 1943 city directory lists 14
movie thesters in operation inclading
neighhorhood theaters from
Guyandotte to Kenova, Some of their
names were the Mecca in
Guyandotte, Fox ar 1630 Bch Avenne,
Uptown at 1930 8th Avenue,
Westmor ut 1317 Adams Avenve and
Park (formerfy the Irh st 2016-18 5rd
m iy B

The May 1995 e of Lif, which
was devoted 1 the 50th anniversary
of the end of World War 11, states
that in 1945, “for 30 cents you got o
double feature with & cartoon and
clifi-hanger (serial movie) thrown in.
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Mo wonder 98 million Americans
went o the movies each week.”

Derek Hyman explaing that afrer
first-run movies played a week or two
at 0 downtown theater, they would go
t6 the neighborbood theaters for o
“secomd run,” Neighborhood theaters
also had the serial movies that kept
o coming back week afrer week,

On March 15, 1947, the Tipron
Theater, located on the north. side of
Fourth Avenue and Eighth Streer,
opened. Billed as *Huntingron's
newest major theater,” the 1,500-sear
Tipton was built by Abe and Sol
Hyman,

The Tipton “was pamed in honor
of the lare Cecil Tipton, a business
associate of the Hyman brothers of
mare than 25 years,” states a report in
The Hevald {hispatele The Tipton was
locared on the site of the former Lyric
Theater. According to early city

directories, €. E. Tipton 1s listed a5

manager af the Lyric.

{n Oceober 22, 1950, “a fire com-
pletely deéstroyed the Tiptan,” states o
NEWSEET JCe0Unt.

The advent of the age of relevision
and the installadon of TV e in mil-
lione of American homes in the late
40 andd carly 505 signaled the begin-
ning of major changes in the motion
pacture industry.

Doring the 50s and 60s, thearers
were equipped with wide screens and
stereophanic sound as well a5 equip-
ment o show the Cinemascope, 3-I0
and VistaVision movies that
Hullywnod was urning our.

In the car-mad 5iks, drive-ins fowr-
ished. There were drive-in restu-
ranis, churches, motels; banks — even
funeral parlors. In 1958, the drive-in
movie craze peaked with 4,063
screens nanonwide.

According 1o 0 nowsfaper aceount,
the first drive-in movie in the
Huntington area opened in August
1951, The Ease Drive-In Theater was
located on LS. Route 60, fust cast of
the city limits. The 1952-53 ciry
directory alse lists the Ceredo Drive-
In Theater at Ceredo, WiV

The Greater Hunnngron Theater
Carporation, smarted by Abe and 5ol
Hyman in the mid-1920s, evenomlly
cantrolled most af the theaters in the
region including the downtown the-
aters and the Park Place Cinema 7 in
Charleston, a theaver complex with
seven screens. The corporation also
ouned the East Drive-In, the Startive
Drive-In in Lawrence County, Ohio
and the Cereda Drive-1n.

~During the late 505 and into the
604, neighborhood theaters hegan m
close, By 1940 the number of
Huntington theaters was down 1o
seven mcluding drive-ins,

As recently as 1960, =Blacks could-
o't accend movies-in Huntingron
unless they came in 2 side or back
entrance and sat in the halcony,” 2
loeal resident recalled in a July 1978
newspaper article. Eventually, the
Civil Rights laws of the mid-tis inte-
graved all public theaters in America.

De Ancella R Bickley in her boak
Hosoring Owr Paxt: Proceedingy From
the Tion Comferences in West Vingtuin's
Btwek History, published in 1991,
stares thar (in Huntingron) A small
all-black movie house operated on
Eighith Awvenue above 16th Streer.™

The bookler from the 1993
reunion of graduates of the former
all-blsck Dougles High School con-
raing o lise of Black-owned busineses
in Hunrington in 1921, Included i
the Dreamland Theater ar 1620-22
Bth Avenue, owned by A C, Coban, A
review of city. directories from 1915
into the 19504 finds that there were
small, all-black movie thesters with
names such as the Valentine, Olden,
Direamland, Fox, Lincoln and Carver
on Eighth Avenue berween 16th
Street and 20th Streer in the citys
African-Amencan community,

About 1970, the Beverly Theater
in the southeast part of town closed.
During the lave 70s and early 803,
drive-in theaters also began to close.

The 1980 city directory lists seven
theaters inchsding the Abbort and the
Stage Door at 821 10th Avenue. A

(Camtanaied wn gy 79

SILVER SCREENS

{Continued from pope 35}
new phenomenon in the early 19504
was the rise of multiplex theaters in
shopping malls, This major change in
theater design soon spread to down-
town theaters. In the mid-7is, the
lower section of the main theater of
the Keith-Albee was divided into one
650-seat theater and twoo 225-5eat
theaters. A fourth theater was later
sildded behind the concession counter.,
Hyman explaing that sereens were
witded in the downtown theaters in
order to accommodare all of the

were missing oar on about 20 percent
of the movies heing released.

Huntingron'’s list of thesters again
decreased in 1993 as the East, the
region's st drive-in theater, fuled 1o
re-apen for the summer,

In 1995, the Cincma, the last single
screen thester in downtown, was:
remodeled into 8 multiple-sreen the-
ater bringing the total number of

screens in dowmiown to ren.
- & & 8 & @

Looking back at moss of this cen-
tury, the Huntington ares has had
dowens of movie theaters in operation.
Some were open only a few vears,
Many were apen during the Golden
Age of motion pictures in Americs,
and a few have been in buingss for
mare than &0 years and continue to
artract thie mavie-going public.

Although the era of movie palaces
has passed, the remaining downtown
theaters are atcactve, well-main-
tained and popolar with roday’s
OViE-grers;

Even in this age of VORs and
cyherspace, watching a movie om the
bag screen with an sudience in o dark-
ened theater especially designed for
that purpose generates its own special
kina of magic.

1=

Plataria 15 0 contribuling weiler
o the Hhunbington Cuartery,




HUNTINGTON - For the past half dozen years, Derek Hyman has known it

would happen someday soon.

Still, that doesn’t prepare Hyman for what lies in the days ahead.

After Sunday, Hyman, whose grandfather built
the Keith-Albee Theatre in the 1920s, will
watch the Keith-Albee go dark — no longer
showing daily movies at the four-screen
theater which boasts a main auditorium that
seats 1,800.

And on Feb. 1, Hyman, president of his family-
owned Greater Huntington Theatre Corp., will
hand over the keys to the building to the
Marshall University Foundation so that the
community can open a new chapter in the
theater's history, trying to keep it open as a
performing arts only venue.

"My grandfather finished it in 1928, and our
family’s been in there ever since,” Hyman said
Thursday, trying not to be emotional. "That
means we've got a lot of stuff in there."

One of the country's few historic picture
palaces of that size and era still showing first-
run films, the Thomas Lamb-designed
vaudeville theater and movie house will
continue to host the Marshall Artists Series

staying put in the grand theater.

“The grand nature of our shows really suits the
grandiose, decorative state of the Keith-
Albee," Jones said. "It has been our major
home, and it means a lot. People love the
experience of going to the opulent theater to
see the Broadway show or the ballet and to
see shows in their natural habitat.”

The closing comes just two weeks after the
Greater Huntington Theatre Corp. shut the
doors at The Camelot, a smaller, sister theater
in downtown Huntington.

The Camelot closed on Friday, Jan. 6, and
Hyman said he will announce in about three or
four weeks new plans for the Keith's sister
four-screen theater in downtown Huntington,
the Cinema, 1023 4th Ave.

Movie business at the Keith-Albee has been in
decline since November 2004, when the three
downtown theaters and their 10 screens
began sharing distribution of new films with
the new Pullman 16, a Marquee Cinemas-
owned theater on 3rd Avenue at Pullman
Square.

Afraid that shared distribution would decimate
his business, Hyman declined to host the
Marshall Artists shows at the Keith-Albee in

and other performing arts events.

Angela Jones, marketing director of the Artists
Series, said they are thankful the series is

Community must do all it can to save Keith-Albee

Marshall University has been in control of the Keith-Albee Theater for a little
more than a month. The school knows how it would like to use the historic
building in the heart of downtown Huntington, but as with many of the
school's plans, it just doesn't have the money to do what it wants.

On Wednesday, Marshall's Board of Governors unanimously approved a
resolution to support the renovation and preservation of the Keith-Albee. At
the same time, board member A. Michael Perry, who proposed the resolution,
said neither Marshall nor the Marshall University Foundation has the money
to maintain the theater long-term.

"The problems are massive,” Perry said. "I couldn't enumerate (them) all.”

Derek Hyman, president of the Greater Huntington Theatre Corp., which
formerly operated the Keith-Albee, said long-term improvements would cost
an estimated $9 million to $10 million.

The Marshall University Foundation recently announced it had raised $110
million in a fundraising campaign. Much of that money has already been
earmarked.

And Marshall officials have plenty on their plate right now. The Robert C.

Byrd Biotechnology Science Center should open for the fall semester. Many of
the classes of the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine will relocate to the
building at that time. University officials are trying to find money for a
biotechnology development center, a student wellness center, an indoor
practice facility for the football team and a site for a new baseball field.

A new engineering degree program begins this fall. And Marshall is beginning
a feasibility study for a law school.

Despite all this, time and resources must be found for saving the Keith-
Albee. Board of Governors member Mike Farrell said losing the Keith-Albee is
unimaginable.

the spring of 2005 sending the Artists Series
into venues around the city including the
Veterans Memorial Field House, the Joan C.
Edwards Performing Arts Center and the
Renaissance Theatre at the Huntington High
Renaissance Center. But he signed the Artists
Series back up after business got better,
buvina time so that he could work out a deal
with the foundation.

Hyman said they were hoping to get their fair share of fims, at least 45
percent to 50 percent of the new films, but that number has been more like
35 percent. And blockbusters, such as "King Kong" and "Star Wars," have
been funneled to the new theater.

Originally, Hyman, had been approached about putting a cinema into
Pullman Square. But he said the deal then was that it would be with $4
million of the GHTC company's own money to build a theater.

Hyman, whose family also owns such theaters as the 11-screen Park Place
Stadium Cinemas, 800 Washington St., E., Charleston, and which is building
Fountain Place Cinema 8 (set to open in March in Logan, W.Va.) couldn't
take the gamble.

And Hyman said that was before Pullman received a boost from a state
economic development grant to help build the cinemas.

"This is one of the icons of our culture,” he said.

True, but the competition for money to restore the Keith will be fierce. And
that's just among Marshall's other needs, wants and dreams. Restoring the
Keith will take a combination of generous private donors and scouring every
available government source.

To pull this off, the community will have to pull every string it can find and
lean on every person who has access to deep pockets. We don't have the
major corporate offices we once did. Ashland Inc., Ashland Coal and several
other companies are long gone. We'll have to be more creative and more
persistent.

This effort will require a detailed plan of what is needed and what is wanted.
We will need good cost estimates. More than likely, a new nonprofit
foundation will have to be formed to own and operate the Keith.

The last thing we need is for the building to deteriorate so much that
restoring it is not possible. Demolishing the

Keith-Albee would leave too big a hole on 4th Avenue, in many ways.

It will be a long, hard job, but it must be done. The Keith-Albee is the
premier venue for performing arts in Huntington. Semehow, it must be
saved.
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Keith-Albee Continues Improvements
The Herald-Dispatch | October 21, 2008

Almost three years have passed since the Keith-Albee
closed as a movie theater and work began to transform it
into a performing arts center.

In that time, a number of changes have been made to
turn the historic theater into a viable venue for Broadway
shows, comedic acts and musical performances. Officials
now responsible for the Keith-Albee point to the success
of recent shows such as comedian Jim Gaffigan, who
kicked off the Marshall Artists Series’ 72nd season with

a sellout, and Rock and Roll Hall of Fame group ZZ Top,
which turned a proffit for the performing arts center.

But if the Keith-Albee is going to sustain this success over
the long haul, several key renovations need to be made,
they say.

“We've proven we can run and maintain it,” said Bob
Plymale, co-president of the Keith-Albee Foundation.
“Now we need to take it to the next level with a
good, long-term business plan that involves several
infrastructure improvements.”

Over the past year or so, the foundation, with help from
volunteers and private donations, has put in a new
backstage pulley system at a cost of $140,000, updated
the lighting and restored the lighted stars in the ceiling,
added more lobby space by removing the old concession
stand, installed new carpet in the lobby and added
handicap-accessible and/or table-top seating in the area
where the projectors used to be in the main theater. Those
improvements have made the Keith-Albee available for a
range of uses, said David Tyson, co-president of the Keith-
Albee Foundation.

“From the use standpoint, | believe we are exceeding
expectations,” he said. One major renovation that is a
must over the next year is replacing the roof, Plymale said.
“Any time you have a building of that age, you have a
number of holes and leaks that you have to patch,” he said.
“But we're at the point where we can’t patch anymore.”

Plymale said it could cost at least $600,000 to replace the
roof. The foundation received a $150,000 grant two weeks
ago from the state Division of Culture and History to

help pay for a new roof, but it requires a local match. The
foundation will begin seeking private donations for the
project over the next few weeks, Plymale said.

Beyond fixing the roof, other improvements at the Keith-
Albee will be dictated by funding and the schedule of

_‘.

Caption: At left, Shawn Short takes measurements Monday, Oct. 20, 2008, as
he and other stage hands hang lights for the production of “Nunsense” at the
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington.

performances, said Liza Caldwell, a foundation board
member who is helping with the improvement plan.

“We are going to do a survey of the building (this) week
so we can catalog everything that needs to be improved,”
she said. “From that point, we will begin to prioritize. We
want to coordinate all these things so they don't impede
on performances.”

Caldwell already knows about some of the needed
improvements. The electrical wiring, seating and curtains
need to be replaced and the restrooms need to be
upgraded. There also are plans to restore the marquee to
its original look when the Keith-Albee opened in 1928, she
said.

Another project will involve renovating the small theater
that faces 4th Avenue in the building into a ticket office
and catering area for receptions. Caldwell said the exterior
stone wall that separates the Village Roaster and the main
entrance of the Keith-Albee will be removed and a retail
storefront for the ticket office will be built in its place.

“We're shooting to do everything in a five-year period,”
she said. “It's a monumental project, so we don’t want to
overextend or overwhelm ourselves.”

One project that has been put on the backburner is
enlarging the Keith-Albee's stage, Plymale said. It was
originally built for vaudeville shows and is much smaller
compared with stages at similar performing arts centers,
according to Sachs Morgan Studio, a New York-based
theater design company that was hired last year to make
recommendations for improvement.
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Caption: Clifton Mills and other workers from Paris Signs remove the top half of the Keith-Albee sign from the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center building on

Friday, July 8, 2011, in Huntington.

Keith-Albee’s Sign Taken Down
The Herald-Dispatch | July 8, 2011

Fourth Avenue in downtown Huntington lost an integral
part of its history Friday. But officials hope it is only
temporary.

The vertical Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center sign,
which has hung from the theater since it opened in 1928,
was taken down so it could be inspected. The sign was
damaged June 7 when a strong thunderstorm barreled
through the region. Wind gusts caused a piece of copper
at the seam between “Keith” and “Albee” to break loose.
Several spectators lined 4th Avenue while others watched
from office windows above as workers with Paris Signs
used a crane to carefully lower the upper section of the
sign onto a flatbed trailer. The workers with Paris Signs
rewarded a few people who stuck around longer than
others with paint-coated light bulbs from the sign to take
home as a memento.

Herbert Parsons of Altizer brought his camera to record
the event. He planned to upload the pictures on Facebook
for his out-of-town friends who used to live in Huntington.
“It's another piece of history disappearing from our

downtown,” he said. “I sure hope they are able to restore it.
This building just doesn't look the same without it.”
The sign’s removal also made a stressful morning for David
Tyson, co-president of the Keith-Albee Foundation.

The building has been under the care of the non-profit
organization since 2006 when Derek Hyman and family
relinquished ownership. It has since been transformed
from a movie theater to a performing arts center.

“I've been up since 3 a.m. worried,” Tyson said Friday
morning. “That sign is a symbol of the downtown. The
Keith-Albee is the heart of the community.”

The sign was taken to a storage building owned by the
Cabell County Commission a few blocks away on 4th
Avenue. There, it will be inspected to assess the extent of
the damage and determine the costs of its restoration,
Tyson said. There is no timetable yet on how long that
process will take, he said.

“The goal obviously is to restore the sign and put it back
in its rightful place,” he said. “We've already made contact
with several sign restoration companies.”
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Workers from Paris Signs remove the top half of the Keith-Albee sign from the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center building on Friday, July 8, 2011,
in Huntington.

Effort Begins to Fix Keith-Albee Sign
The Herald-Dispatch | August 17, 2011

Fundraising efforts are under way to save an integral part of downtown Huntington’s history.

The vertical Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center sign, which was damaged by strong winds during a thunderstorm
in June, can be repaired, says David Tyson, co-president of the Keith-Albee Foundation. But initial estimates to fix the
83-year-old sign are $28,000.

The sign was removed July 8 and taken to a storage building owned by the Cabell County Commission a few blocks
away on 4th Avenue. Paris Signs has inspected the sign and found that the exterior is in good shape, but the interior
needs a lot of work, said Donna May, a project manager for the Marshall Artists Series who also helps with event
planning at the performing arts center.

“The restoration plan is to use the existing skin but rebuild the framework on the inside with new electrical components
and new neon,” May said.
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Keith-Albee Gets a Helping Hand
The Herald-Dispatch | March 21, 2012

HUNTINGTON -- The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center's
chimney is being repaired this week because of the efforts
of three companies.

The Keith-Albee Foundation’s Board of Directors has paid
close attention to the 50-foot-tall brick chimney for a few
years, but concerns that it could crumble onto 4th Avenue
grew recently when workers in the Frederick Building
across the street said they could see light shining through
the chimney because of severe cracking.

That's when David Muth, owner of Advanced Building
Restoration in Huntington, stepped into the picture.
Board member Liza Caldwell called Muth and asked him
to take a look at the chimney, which is located on the
western end of the 84-year-old theater. Muth is familiar
with the chimney because he was asked a few years ago
to estimate how much it would cost to tear down the
structure to the roof line of the historic theater.

“The first time | looked at it, | measured the dimensions
and estimated there were about 22,000 bricks that would
have to be removed,” Muth said. “It was a cost-prohibitive
venture.”

This time around, Muth has called on Par Roofing and
United Rentals to help him. And all three are partnering to
make the job affordable for the Foundation.

“It's at least a $20,000-$30,000 repair,” Muth said.
“Everybody's chipping in and helping to reduce the cost.”

United Rentals shipped a 120-foot lift from Lexington,

Ky., to Huntington at no charge so Muth’s masons can
stabilize the chimney with metal rods and seal the cracks
with a hydraulic mortar. Par Roofing will help Friday when
it lifts a new metal cap onto the top of the chimney.

“There is a cap on top of the chimney now, but it has
deteriorated greatly,” Muth said. “When that happens,
water is free to cut a crack all the way down into the
masonry subsurface.

Employees with Advanced Building Restoration work to stabilize the chimney
on the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Monday.

“The cap will have a vent on it, because the chimney is
still used to ventilate the hot water tanks and any boiler
system they might have in the building.”

David Tyson, co-president of the Keith-Albee Foundation,
applauded co-president Bob Plymale and Caldwell for
working with Muth on the chimney project.

“All of the companies involved have certainly made this
project much more manageable and we're very grateful
for it,” Tyson said.

Meanwhile, the foundation completed raising the $32,000
needed to restore the Keith-Albee's marquee sign after it
sustained storm damage last summer. Paris Signs should
have the sign restored and back in its place by early
summer, Tyson said.

The foundation now is turning its attention to replacing
the Keith-Albee's roof, he said. The section over the stage
has been repaired, but replacing the rest of the roof will
cost about $800,000, he said.
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The Keith Albee Performing Arts Center's iconic sign arrives Wednesday, May 23, 2012, in the 1000 block of 4th Avenue. The sign was restored after it received storm
damage last year.

Keith-Albee Sign Returns Downtown
The Herald-Dispatch | May 23, 2012

Complete with new green and white lights, the iconic Keith Albee sign returned Wednesday to its 4th Avenue home —
the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center.

The sign, restored and installed by Paris Signs, rolled into the 1000 block of 4th Avenue about 7:30 a.m. Wednesday. The
re-installation process caused the roadway to be closed for much of the day.

The 83-year-old sign was removed in July 2011 after it received storm damage. A “Save Our Sign” benefit concert then
raised a little less than $28,500 for the necessary repairs in September 2011.
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John Legend to play Thursday night at

the Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | September 17, 2012

HUNTINGTON -- Spend a night enjoying the music of
John Legend at 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20, at the Keith
Albee Performing Arts Center where he will also give
insight about his thoughts on social justice and poverty in
America.

Presented by the Marshall Student Activities
Programming Board, Legend'’s hybrid lecture/
performance highlights his life, career and passion to
make a positive impact on the world. He performs 3to 4
songs on piano during the lecture.

Legend is a multi-platinum selling singer/songwriter who
is also known for his work as a philanthropist and social
activist. He has won numerous awards including nine
Grammy Awards, 2NAACP Image Awards and was nhamed
one of Time Magazine's 100 Most Influential People.
Legend has collaborated with a variety of stars in the Hip
Hop and R&B communities including Kanye West, The
Roots, The Black Eyed Peas, Alicia Keys, Lauryn Hill and
Jay-Z. His alboums”Evolver,” “Wake Up!” and “Get Lifted” all
debuted at the top of the charts.

Legend launched the “Show Me Campaign,” a non-profit
organization fighting poverty around the world. He has
been recognized several times for his activism including
the 2010 BET Humanitarian of the Year Award and the
2009 CARE Humanitarian Award for Global Change.

An Evening with John Legend: Lecture & Performance
will be at 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20, at the Keith Albee
Performing Arts Center. Tickets for this event are $45

or $40 for the general public and$15 or $10 for Marshall

University students. Non-student tickets can be purchased
by contacting the Marshall Artists Series at 304-696-6656,
online at ticketmaster.com or by coming to the box office
at the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center at Marshall.

An Evening with John Legend: Lecture & Performance

is also sponsored by First Sentry Bank, Dr.Jeff & Mrs.
Brooke Leaberry, Jeff & Amber Biederman, R. Lee Booten
I, Attorney at Law, KEE 100,0ldies 97.1, WSAZ Newchannel
3, The Herald-Dispatch, Marshall University, The College of
FineArts and The Marshall Artists Series.

Here's a look at the rest of the fall semester’s Marshall
Artists Series season:

“Titanic: The Broadway Musical” at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Oct.
1, at the Keith-Albee Performing ArtsCenter. Tickets are
$58/$50/$45.

“Skateistan” (documentary film). This documentary kicks
off the Marshall Artists Series Fall International Film
Festival, at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 11, in the Keith-Albee
Performing Arts Center. Tickets are $10.

The Fall International Film Festival is Oct. 12-17, at the
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. Featured films
include: “A Separation” (Iran), “The Kid With A Bike”
(Belgium), “Applause”(Denmark), “Beasts of the Southern
Wild" (USA), “Footnote” (Israel), and “Headhunters”
(Norway).Tickets are $7.50 per fi Im.

Mountain Stage at 7 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 4. Join Larry Groce,
host and artistic director of the iconic West Virginia radio
program. Artists performing include Dr. Dog, Spirit Family
Reunion and The Mountain Goats. More artists are to be
announced. Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 at the
door.

The Irish Tenors Holiday Celebration. Enjoy the boisterous
charm of The Irish Tenors - Ronan Tynan,Finbar Wright
and Anthony Kearns, with a full 30-piece orchestra at 7:30
p.m. Monday, Dec. 3, at the Keith Albee Performing Arts
Center. Tickets are $62.50/$50/$45.

The Marshall Artists Series accepts all major credit cards.
For tickets call the Marshall Artists Series box office at 304-
696-6656. Order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com.

Visit the box office in the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts
Center on the Marshall University campus. Box office.
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Irish Tenors bring show to Huntington
The Herald-Dispatch | December 3, 2012

HUNTINGTON -- The Irish Tenors, a trio of men who have played to sold-out crowds at Radio City Music Hall in New York
City and the Sydney Opera House in Australia, visited the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington Monday
night to perform their Holiday Celebration show.

The group includes Finbar Wright, Anthony Kearns and Ronan Tynan, who have been touring ogether as The Irish
Tenors since 1998.

Another holiday show is coming up soon as well. The Huntington Symphony Orchestra will perform its Christmas show,
“Holiday Memories,” at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15, at Big Sandy Superstore Arena.

The concert will feature The Lettermen.
Tickets start at $25. For more information, visit
www.huntingtonsymphony.org

or call 304-781-8343.
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Smokey Robinson performing at the Kieth-Albee.

Smokey Robinson lights up Keith-Albee stage
The Herald-Dispatch | February 16, 2013

HUNTINGTON -- Motown came downtown Saturday night when Smokey Robinson took to the stage at the Keith-Albee
Performing Arts Center.

The concert was the latest offering from the Marshall Artists Series.

Robinson, who founded the first group signed to Berry Gordy’s Motown Records, has donned almost every hat there is
to be worn in the musical industry as a performer, songwriter, producer, talent scout and eventually the VP of Motown.

The concert was sponsored by Cabell Huntington Hospital, Beford Auto, Verizon, Marshall Health, WV Lottery,
Ransbottom Law Office, River Cities Anesthesia, Community Trust Bank, David & Kim Robinson, KEE 100, WVHU, The
Herald-Dispatch, WSAZ, Marshall University, MU College of Fine Arts and the Marshall Artists Series.

The next event from the MAS will be the Spring International Film Festival from Friday, Feb. 22, to Thursday, Feb. 28, at
the Keith-Albee.

For more information about upcoming events, visit www.marshall.edu/muartser.
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Tony Award Wining Broadway hit

“Hair*“ Coming to Keith-Albee
The Herald-Dispatch | March 2, 2013

HUNTINGTON -- If you run into 26-year-old California
native Brian Scott on the street you might be surprised by
a twenty something jive talking like its 1968.

“Yeah, | do use the word ‘bummer’ and | say | ‘dig it,’ a lot
too, lot more than | used to,” Scott said with a laugh.

Talking like one far out hippie cool cat, well, that’s just one
of the funny occupational hazards of playing a hippie just
about every night of the week as the national tour of the
epic 1960s rock musical, “Hair” winds its way across the
U.S., Canada and Japan.

Come 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 7, you can stroll
downtown for some of that free love and good vibes
yourself as the historic Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center
hosts the 2009 Tony Award-Winning Broadway Revival of
the "Hair."

Tickets to the Marshall Artists Series event are $58, $50
and $45. Tickets can be purchased by visiting the Joan
C. Edwards box office, calling 304-696-6656, or online at
ticketmaster.com

A Northern Colorado University graduate who spent two
years touring as a ringmaster with the Ringling Brothers
Barnum and Bailey Circus, said it has been a wild career
ride stepping from the circus world straight into touring
with the energetic rock musical.

“Dude, it's a rock party,” Scott said by phone. “We're
singing all of this fantastic music, this music that is driven
and that's fun to sing, and we're getting to dance around
out there like a bunch of hippies and we don't just do it on
stage, we run out in the audience and dance with them
and get the audience members up on stage to sing, ‘Let
the Sunshine in.' It's a huge party and a huge rock show
every night.”

For those too young or who enjoyed the 60s too much

to remmember, “Hair" is packed with the power of all of
those sing-a-long hit songs such as “Let the Sun Shine In,”
“Aquarius,” “Hair” and “Good Morning Starshine.”

Two of the show's most famous peace and love anthems --
“Let the Sun Shine In” and “Aquarius” -- became huge hits
for the Fifth Dimension as well.

All of those songs come washed live with the tour's rock
band (armed with double keyboards, two drummers,

a guitarist, bassist and multi-horn player), and the tour
actually features the vibrant and color-splashed sets and
costumes of the Broadway revival of “Hair."

“This is a cool thing to let everybody know is that
everybody will see the costumes, the set and even

the blocking and choreography from the 2009 revival
production that was put on,” Scott said. “So what we are
bringing to West Virginia and the rest of the country is
the Broadway show for all the people who didn't get to
see it in New York City you can come and see that caliber
of performance. It really is a beautiful unit set tucked on
staged and a lovely sunshine backdrop.”

Called “the first Broadway musical in some time to have
the authentic voice of today rather than the day before
yesterday,” by New York Times theatre critic Clive Barnes
when it opened on April 29,1968, “Hair" follows a group
of hopeful, free-spirited young people who advocate a
lifestyle of pacifism and free-love in a society riddled with
brutality and intolerance during the Vietnam War.

As the tribe in “Hair” explores sexual identity, challenges
racism, experiments with drugs and burns draft cards,
the musical creates an irresistible message of hope that
continues to resonate with audiences more than 40 years
later.

Scott said researching for the role he began to see a
clearer understanding beyond the sex, drugs and rock
‘n’ roll as to the message of the movement and the push
for civil and social rights. That's given him a new found
respect for the hippie nation.

He thinks that the show’s message of peace and love
could never be more relevant.

“Aside from the music | think it's the message too that is
timeless,” Scott said. “The reality is that they are talking
about a lot of the stuff that we still care about today.
They were for love and social equality and opposed
unpopular wars and felt passionate about peace -- all
things that we need just as much today as they needed
in the past. When people come to the show | think they
recognize how that message is still so important today.”
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New roofing is being installed at the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington

Keith-Albee repairs near completion
The Herald-Dispatch | July 13, 2013

HUNTINGTON -- The roof project of the Keith-Allbee
Performing Arts Center is about two weeks away from
completion.

Doors are being replaced and caps worked on, along with
other finishing touches, said Bob Plymale, co-president
of the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Inc., the non-
profit entity which oversees the historic theater on 4th
Avenue in downtown Huntington.

PAR Roofing of Huntington has been the roofer on the
project, which got started earlier this year. This combined
with prior work done on the roof brings the total cost of
the roof repairs to about $700,000, Plymale said. The roof
had significant leaks over the stage area, where repairs
were made a couple years ago.

“It's pretty exciting after all the stuff we've had to finally
say it's just about finished,” Plymale said, adding that the

roof had to be secure before other improvements could
be made. “The trademark of a Thomas Lamb theater of
this nature is the atmospheric ceiling where you look
like you're looking into the sky. If we hadn't finished the
repairs, the damage to that could have been so costly
we couldn’t continue to operate because of the cost of
repairing the roof and the ceiling.

“It's timely from that standpoint, and just the fact that

we can start moving on to other infrastructure issues (is
exciting). We're doing planning of the details on that now.”
Upcoming projects include improvements to the heating
and cooling system, as well as the wiring of the theater,
which opened in 1928.

“The roof was the first thing, and now we move on to
other things before we move on to cosmetic issues,”
Plymale said. “We did everything in the manner of doing
it for historical theater. Everything we have done has been
approved through the Division of Culture and History. One
of our next plans is to get the theater on the historical
register. It's in a historic district but not on the register.”
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KAPAC'S Liza Caldwall, David
Tyson and Bob Plymales are

leading eMorts 1o pefurbish tha
Enith-Albeo's seats
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Fundraising campaign gives the public a
chance to purchase a piece of the Keith-Albee.

By Dawn Nolan
Phoros by Rick Lee
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“The Keith-Albee 15 the centerpicce. of our
devwntown anid always has been,” says David Tyson, co-
president of the Keith Albee Pocforming Ares Center
SKAPACH Foundarion, “It's the only remaining Thomas
Lamibrdesigned ammospheric theaor: in the workd.”

“It’s in prery good shape for rhca.:mal'ns:g: and
that's a true testament. in the

HWVAL system, adding a handicap-aocessible reseroom on
the orchestra level amd indealling a new pulley apparcatus
foor stage productions,

W first wanoed oo get the theaore back oo its orig-
inal siee,” Plymale explains. "It was a major cffort tw
knick down walls in the lobby in preparation for the
Wi Are Marsha! premiere.”

“Though many people wanted to see cosmenic issues
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has ro remembier is that this is theie thearee, % have a
‘responsibility to restete it oo the way it was,” ways Lia
Caldwell, who chairs KAPAC' Building Comminee.
Since KAPAC ok over the Keith-Albece’s opera-
gkt {0 2006, varbous renovation rifects — all funded
throwugh public funding am private donations — have
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by and theatre o its orginal configuration, repiic
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rics graduate assistanr Shaleena
Rows came up with the name, anid
local advervising agency Bulldog
Crearive s leading promotional cffores.
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Seal in rows B-C on orchesira level or
loge boxes

Director $1.200

Seat in remaining orchesira level

Conductor $1.000

Seat in regular balcony

A plaque will hang in the lobby honanng donors Sal
contndute 51,000 or mose o the cn‘nnai-;n

For o information vist us &l
825 4th Avenus Hunlinglon, WV 25T01
omnd us of info @ keithalbee.com
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W have o purchase the mageriad all ar onoe be-
canse we want it to be done in the same ron o ensure
copsisnency,” Plymale explaing. “Thar is the initial step
anil the inital expense”

T cover these and assaciated costs, KAPAD s of
fering interested donars the chance o name a newly
refurkiished seat in any of three bevels by purchasing
2 sponsorship, A "Magstra” sponsorship is 51,500 and
consists of sears focaréd m rows B through O on the
orchestra level and the loge boxes. "Drirector” spon-
sorships are 81200 and cover the remaining orchestra
seqrs. Finally, “Comducvor™ sponsorships are S1.000
and include all regular balcony sears. A plaque will hang
in the kobby honoring donors that coneribure $1,004 o
more to the campaign.

"Donarions are coming along,™ Tysan savs. “People
want to stis that we'ne making progres,”

Asprcial "Wie A Marshall” Memeorial Designarion
—with name-plaes honosing the 25 plavers, coaches and
community membiers thar were killed in the 170 plane
crash — will be locared in the baloony An anonymous
donor gwe the initial Srecooo hack tn December for
the section, which features already albscaned scats for
Grene Morehouse, ™ The Vioice of the [Herd,” and offensive
lineman Bob Patrerson, of Loufsburng, North Carolina,
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At this paint, 20 0f the 75 sears
have been purchased,” Plymale savs,

Inaddition to individaaks, cor
porate donors, such as Brickstreer
Insufance, Cabell Huntingron Hos:
prival andd S Mary’s Medical Cenrer,
have also contribured oo the S26
millaGn projece. :
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groups coming Lo us wanting 1o do
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commodare people in just abowt every
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th fully replace the 2 coopilus st
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plains, “We have toodo it in stages 3o
that we don’t intedfere with perfor
mances and ather activities. We will
nast cancul events”

T start the restoration process,
Calehafl constted wath Andrew Myers
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“This is going 1o be o difficult process,” Caldwell says.
“We have 1o pime the removal of the chairs correctly
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Diamond Helping Restore Theater to
its Natural Glory

The power of restoration.

One individual figuring prominently in the undertaking
is Darren Diamond, who owns Diamond Furniture
Restoration in Russell, Kentucky. He's been in this
business for 14 years. The Keith-Albee has embarked

on a $2.6 million project to refurbish the seats in the
downtown theater and has launched a seat sponsorship
campaign to finance the effort. Guess who got the seat
contract? Diamond.

Until now, Diamond'’s biggest undertaking was a major
renovation at Ironton High School.

“I love what | do. | love to
restore old things,” Diamond
said during a meeting with
fellow restoration associates
Liza Caldwell, Andrew Myers
and A.J. Stovitz. “I'm so pleased
someone cares enough before
this gets too bad and it ends
up costing too much or they're
saying close it up, tear it down.
It happens in America all the
time. | feel privileged to do this.”

Caldwell owns buildings downtown and chairs the Keith-
Albee Foundation building committee. She played a
leading role in researching which direction to go on the
seat project. Myers owns an interior design company in
New York called Andrew Myers Interior Design. Stovitz
works with him.

One of America’'s most prolific and revered theater
architects, New York based-Scotsman Thomas L.
Lamb, designed the Keith-Albee. The facility featured
a main floor and balcony with seating for 2,720. The
number’s not as high now, but still - dealing with 2,000-
plus seats can be a chore. Seats bolted to the floor
have to be removed, made new at Diamond'’s Russell
facility, returned and put back into place. Can you say
logistical nightmare? Then there are building codes as
well as incorporating ADA (American Disabilities Act)
requirements, including companion seats.

Diamond is excited by this latest business challenge. He's
quick to point out he's not going this alone. He has two
upholsterers with 65 years experience and an apprentice.
Samples have been seen and Diamond said, “They came
back beautiful.”

"It's interesting. | used to work in sales,” Diamond said. “I
remember we used to always get cutbacks, downsize. I'm
one who always wanted more. My dad’s a retired brick
mason. | can drive you around the Tri-State and show you
projects my dad laid bricks on. | worked on some with
him. | felt | wanted to leave a mark. When I'm dead and
gone, someone would be able to say my dad did that, my
grandfather did that. In 14 years, I've done so much for so
many. To leave a mark on this is a great opportunity. This
is the general public's theater.”

“We are taking the existing seats, restoring them

back to better condition than they were in when they
first opened,” Caldwell said. “There's a great deal of
satisfaction when you take something tired and old and
restore it whether your name is attached to it or not.”

Huntington brothers A.B. and S. J. Hyman, majority
owners of The Greater Huntington Theater Corporation,
built the Keith-Albee to enhance their family of
downtown theaters that then included the Huntington,

(continued on next page)
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the Orpheum, and the State. The Hyman family closed
the Keith as a movie theater in 2006 and donated it to
the Marshall University Foundation, which in turn passed
it on to the newly formed Keith-Albee Performing Arts
Center Foundation Inc. The tax-exempt, charitable
corporation operates the facility today. The building's
still used for numerous events. It will be available during
restoration.

Lamb and his firm designed more than 300 theaters
worldwide, but they created only eight of the expensive
and exotic “atmospherics.” In atmospheric theaters,
the auditorium is designed to create the illusion of
being entertained outdoors. Overhead, the domed
ceiling simulates an expansive, blue night sky. Intricate
plasterwork, chandeliers, sconces and balconies create
an air of sophistication.

Donations are available at three levels for the seat
campaign $1,500 for seats in row B to row O or the
Orchestra Level and Loge Boxes; $1,250 for the remaining
Orchestra Level seats; and $1,000 for all regular Balcony
seats behind the Loge. Donors will get the name of their
choice - whether a patron, company or person being
memorialized - on their chair.

The campaign includes a special “We Are Marshall
Memorial Designation,” as the first 75 seats in the middle
of the balcony has been dedicated to the memory of the
75 Marshall football players, coaches and community
members who died in the Nov. 14, 1970 plane crash. There
will be a nameplate on the chairs honoring those from
the crash. A plague in the lobby will have the names of
folks who donated the $1,000 for the seat.

An anonymous donor has given $20,000 to get that 75
campaign started. The first seat was given in honor of
Gene Morehouse, “The Voice of the Herd,” who perished
in the crash. As part of that anonymous donation, a chair
has been donated in honor of offensive lineman Bob
Patterson, of Louisburg, North Carolina.

Myers, a Huntington High graduate, let Caldwell and the
building committee know he would like to assist. His firm
works on a variety of projects in the $80 million range.
One recent project was working with HVS Design and
Ambius to handle the interiors of the new EVEN Hotel in
Brooklyn, New York.

“We like to do things in the community,” Myers said.
“Large projects are perfect for us, and challenging with
the historic issues to deal with.”

Myers sent copies of existing carpet and upholstery (both
original from 1928) to mills in Europe and the United
States. They received bids from these mills. The mills

did their work and sent samples back and decisions

on which way to proceed were made. “The samples hit
100 percent,” Myers said. “The price is rock bottom. The
theater is getting the best price, the best quality, an exact
match.”

Since Caldwell, Myers, Stovitz and Diamond are in
different places at different times, thank goodness for
tablets and other electronic devices to provide face time.
Caldwell said it made more sense to take the restoration
path instead of renovation.

“Renovation changes things to suit what people want,”
Caldwell said. “Restoration puts it exactly the way it was.
If we put in new seats, it would change sight lines and
ruin everybody’s experience.”

Caldwell said after a two-year search, the original carpet
and upholstery have been recreated as close as one
possibly could.

The Keith-Albee is Lamb’s last atmospheric theater in
the world. He created fewer than a dozen. Huntington ‘s

(continued on next page)
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Diamond Helping Restore Theater to its

Natural Glory (Continued)

facility has been put up for national landmark status and
Caldwell hopes to hear a decision soon. That would pave
the way for more funding. Restoration allows access to
other monies such as tax credits and grants. As Caldwell
put it, in this case it will be cheaper to restore than
renovate.

Another plus is the facility's cooling system. In 1925,
mechanical engineer Willis Carrier refined his air
conditioning version to adapt to very large places. In
1928, the Hymans approved the expensive and elaborate
Carrier system for the Keith-Albee. One key feature is a
well that was drilled under the theater providing freshly
chilled air to circulate into the auditorium through vents
at the seat bases.

“This theater has a lot of things in it that we want to
keep,” Caldwell said. “If you go to theaters that have been
fully restored in other big cities, they have the original
seating. It enhances the atmosphere, the history. With
this project, it allows the community to become part of
the restoration. The whole city can get behind it.” “It is
going to look exactly like it did when it opened,” Stovitz
said.

70



Keith-Albee Turns 90 Years Old
The Herald-Dispatch | May 7, 2018

When music icon Tony Bennett performed at the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center in 2016 as part of the
Marshall Artists Series, he put down his microphone
before he broke into a night-ending, spine-tingling send-
up of “Fly Me to the Moon” and had a little heart-to-heart
talk with the audience.

“This theater is perfect for performing,” Bennett said then.
“I heard they were talking about cleaning it up, but now
don't clean it up too much because the acoustics in here
make beautiful sounds.”

Don't worry, Tony, the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center
still has its impeccable acoustics, but as a 90-year-old
should, the Thomas Lamb-designed ornate Spanish
Baroque-style theater has been getting quite a bit of

love and TLC as the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center
Foundation is in the midst of several renovation projects.

To help fund those and to fully restore the Keith, the
Foundation is kicking off a new campaign, “Giving the
Arts to Tomorrow: A Campaign to Sustain the Keith-Albee
Performing Arts Center,” to establish an endowment fund
for the theater, which was opened 90 years ago on May 8,
1928.

“We decided that for the 90th birthday instead of focusing
on a single event to celebrate, we would focus on the year.
So for its 90th year, our goal is to start an endowment

so we can work on and focus on certain projects that

will really transform large pieces of the building,” said
Shaleena Ross, who is the general building manager for
the Keith-Albee.

Ross said the endowment will help the Foundation build
a reservoir of matching funds that are usually always
needed for grants.

“Our goal is to build a legacy that this generation can lead
to the next and that to celebrate its 90th birthday, the
Keith-Albee would start its real journey to be completely
restored by its 100th birthday,” Ross said. “It is about
renovating the Lounges and the Suites in the building so
that people who have public access that their experiences
get improved and restored to what it was in 1928."

Let’s Get Visible

Ross said it has been exciting for the Foundation to
begin making headway on tackling more visible projects,
such as building managers Junior Ross and Gary Cooper
repainting the floor, the orchestra pit's wooden floor, as

Sholten Singer/The Herald-Dispatch The Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center
has undergone extensive renovations in the past 10 years, including new roofs,
waterproofing and a new HVAC system. Now, the Keith-Albee Foundation is set
to launch a campaign to replace the theater's 88-year-old seats.

well as restoring the wood framing and footlights along
the front of the stage.

That area was used this past season of the Marshall Artists
Series for seating, which included front-row pit seats for
the Marshall students watching national act comedian
Leslie Jones, a star of “Saturday Night Live” as well as other
TV and films such as “Ghostbusters.”

This season has also seen new improvements of a green
room and backstage area makeover, as well as starting
to renovate and re-paint and decorate the expansive
basement dressing rooms.

The Keith-Albee Foundation had - in its 10 years of owning
the Keith-Albee - completed more than $1 million in
renovations, including new roofs, a sign repair and, most
recently, installing a new HVAC system. However, the
current projects (such as the seat campaign) are much
more noticeable and tailor-made for the community to
jump on board and help sponsor, Ross said.

“You can't see the roofs, you can't see the HVAC system,
but you can see the seats being restored and the furniture
that had been in storage for decades coming back out
into the theater,” Ross said.

This past week, the Keith-Albee received its second row of
32 seats that have been restored by Diamond’s Furniture
Restoration in Russell, Kentucky. That is part of the Keith-
Albee Foundation's $2.6 million “Take A Seat Under the
Stars” program.

Row by row, the 2,200 seats are being completely restored,
including fabric matching the original seats from when
the Thomas Lamb theater was first opened in 1928.
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Keith-Albee Turns 90 Years Old (Cont)

Adding to the Luxury With Restored Benches And Wi-Fi
As part of that campaign, Ross said they have been also
restoring about 30 pieces of furniture, such as benches
and chairs that had been in storage.

“We have had more than 30 pieces done. Most of those
pieces had been, and | when | say in shambles, | mean
they were ripped up with hardly any fabric on them, and
stacked in the basement,” Ross said. “Since we had parts
of the year where we had shows that were too close to
take out seats, to supplement that we said why not get
the old furniture out because this is also part of the Keith-
Albee, so we are slowly getting those pieces to our restorer
and so we have already brought back four benches that
probably hadn't been in the theater for three decades or
more.”

Several of chairs and benches are in the lobby. Ross said
she thinks it really makes a statement and sets a mood

when folks walk in and perhaps sit for spell on the regal
looking furniture.

“l think it adds or returns to the building that idea of
luxury. Having chairs that are original to the building as a
statement piece that says, ‘Welcome to the Keith-Albee.
We value you, not just for the seat you occupy inside, but
for your presence in the building."*

Rolling Out the Red Carpet

Beyond the seats, Ross said this summer will also see
the entire Keith-Albee's carpet replaced. “The big thing
is our carpet is done and ready to be delivered - almost
14,000 pounds of carpet,” Ross said. “Everything that has
carpet in the theater will be re-done, including the lobby,
the mezzanine, all of the bathrooms, the stairs, the main
auditorium as well as the balcony. We also purchased
extra carpet so that if we have any issues we need to fix
we have additional carpet we can use in other areas.”

The Keith is also getting Wi-Fi.

“We just signed on today (Wednesday) to have Comcast
to come and do Wi-Fi in the back of the building, for a
building like the Keith-Albee any project involves a lot of
planning and a lot of coordination because there are a
lot of complexities to the projects,” Ross said. “Everything
is a challenge, even if like the organ is original, it is still a
challenge to put it back as it was but in a modern era.”

The Keith-Albee Organ Back In the Pit

One of the most exciting - and now visible - projects has
been the return of the 1927-built Keith-Albee Mighty
Wourlitzer (Opus 1780), which had been gone from the
building since 1957. Thanks to the continued efforts of Bob
Edmunds and the Huntington Theatre Organ Project Inc,,
the 1,000-pound, three-manual console with its gorgeous
tiger striped walnut console top was lowered back into its
home in the orchestra pit a week ago. It had been gone
for more than half a century.

For Edmunds, bringing the Keith-Albee's organ back
home and restoring it has been an arduous labor of love.
Organ Project members brought the organ back home
in 2010 after buying it for $30,000 from a fellow organ
enthusiast in Greensboro, North Carolina.
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From left, Doug Chapman, Nicole Chapman, Emily Chambers, Allison White, Sonia Chambers and Robert “Chuck” Chambers will help raise funds for the Keith-Albee
Performing Arts Center during a “Sip and Tip" night June 15 at Sip Downtown Brasserie at 311 9th Street in Huntington.

Sip Downtown Partners with Keith-

Albee for Fundraiser
The Herald-Dispatch | June 7, 2022

HUNTINGTON — Sip Downtown Brasserie at 311 9th St. in
Huntington will host a “Sip and Tip” night from 5-10 p.m.
Wednesday, June 15, for the Keith-Albee Performing Arts
Center to assist with its operating expenses and current

renovation projects, according to Board President

Bob Plymale.

Director of Development Terry Deppner Hardin said

in a news release that Allison White, owner of Sip, has
been generous with the theater, as the upcoming Sip
and Tip night follows a contribution of $2,692 from Sip’s
Derby & Drams event May 7. Deppner Hardin said White
understands the theater's importance as an economic
driver in the community and among the local restaurant
scene.

“Stepping into the Keith-Albee is an experience in and
of itself,” White said in the news release. “We are lucky to
have such a beautiful venue in Huntington. | plan to help

in every way possible to assist with the preservation efforts
as well as attract locals and tourists to the downtown

area for entertainment, shopping and dining.” Deppner
Hardin says the Keith-Albee board will be working on a
major plumbing project that will help keep water out of
the theater’'s basement, where water damage is causing
safety issues, fallen ceilings and flaking plaster.

“This funding is vital to maintaining this historic asset as
an important element of the downtown cityscape,” she
said in the release.

Plymale noted in the release that Sip’s Derby & Drams
event coincided with the 94th anniversary of the Keith-
Albee’s opening to the public on May 7,1928, when The
Blue Streak of Vaudeville Rae Samuels was the headliner
and “Good Morning, Judge,” a comedy starring Reginald
Denny, was the featured film.

“The theatre was built to have vaudeville shows on stage
as well as silent and sound motion pictures on the screen
from its very first day,” Plymale said in the release.

The board is seeking landmark status for the Keith-Albee,
he said.
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A refurhishod scat i shown st the Keith Albos Porforming Arts Canter-in Huntingtoa
the Stars campaign. Row by row, the 2,200 seats are being stired, incl

the Thomas Lamb-theater was first openedin 1928,

307 additional Keith-Albee
chairs have been refurbished

Project was
completed
with grant,
donor funding

The Hevada: Daspasch

HUNTINGTON — The
Keith-Albee Performing
Arts Center Ine. has recoy-
ered an additional 307
chairs inthe theater as pan
of jts "Take A Sear Under
the Stars™ campatgn, Board
President Bab Plymale re-
cently announced.

The refurbishment was
accomplished with finan-
chal assistance from the
West Virginia Department
ofAns, Colture, and Histo
ry and the Natbonal Endow-
ment for the Arts, with ap-
proval from the WV Com-
mission on the Arts, i
cording 1o a news release
The maney received from
this grant from the siate
was matched by private

LY

“Wie are so appreciative
tor have the support of the
Wiest Virginia Dépariment
of Arts, Culoure and Hisiory

This preject is supported with funding from

Lol

West Virginia Department of

ARTS,CULTURE
AND HISTORY

West Virginia Commission on the Arts

NATIONAL
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ris.gov

and our Keith-Albee pa-
tronsfor this imporiant
initlative,” sadd Terry Dep-
prier Hardin, director of
development, in the re

lease, "The Take a Sear Un-
der the Sars’ campaign
coniinues. We are still
looking for seat sponsors at
varying invesunent bevels.

a5 part of the center’s ongoing Taks A Seat Under
ding fabrc matching the erigina! seats fram when

EHOLTEN SIRGER | Tha Horal Dinga el

1 yom want o menorialize
or honor a special peraon or
kowved one, or If a business
OWNEr Wanls [0 promoie
their company., this is a
umicpee way to do s

Deppaer Hardin said the
"Take a Sear” investmem
bevels are Maestro (5E300)
for Resw B to Row O on the
Orchestra Level and Loge
Baxes; Direcuvor (312500 for
the remaining Orchestra
Level seats; and Concluctor
(SL000) for all regular Bal-
cony seats behind the Loge.
There are plans (o restore
an additional 560 chairs in
the upcoming vear.

Plymale said in the re
lease he was especially
pleased with the refurbich
ment of the first 75 ssats in
the middle of the baleony
dedicated 10 the 75 Mar-
shall University foothall
plavers, coaches amd com-
munity members wha died
in the Nov. 14, 1970, plane
crash near Tri-Stane Alr-
port. There will be 2 special
Commemarative ceremaony
for those seats at a later
vigne, e said

To find out more about
ihe Tale a Seat Under the
SLars cHmpadin, visil wwa
kedthalbee.com
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